
Report on AI-Focused Pre-Summit Event under India AI Impact Summit 2026 

Digital Entrepreneurship Workshop for Human Capital Enhancement for an AI-Ready Workforce 

on 20 January 2026 

Gurukula Kangri Deemed to be University (GKDU), Haridwar, successfully organized an AI-Focused Pre-

Summit Event in the context of the India AI Impact Summit 2026 on 20 January 2026. The program, titled 

“Digital Entrepreneurship Workshop for Human Capital Enhancement for an AI-Ready Workforce,” aimed 

to sensitize students to emerging opportunities in Artificial Intelligence, digital innovation, and 

entrepreneurship, while aligning with national priorities such as the India AI Mission and Atmanirbhar 

Bharat. 

The workshop witnessed enthusiastic participation from more than 120 students from various disciplines, 

reflecting a strong interest among learners in AI-driven innovation and digital entrepreneurship. 

Inaugural Session 

The program was graced by Prof. Pratibha Mehta Luthra, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, GKDU, as the Chief 

Guest. In her inaugural address, she emphasized the critical role of universities in nurturing an AI-ready 

workforce capable of driving innovation, ethical AI adoption, and sustainable development. She 

highlighted that digital entrepreneurship is not merely about startups, but about problem-solving using 

technology for societal and national growth. 

Expert Talk 

The keynote session was delivered by Prof. Ashutosh Mishra, Invited External Expert from MNIT 

Allahabad, who provided an insightful overview of the India AI Mission and its vision to position India as 

a global leader in Artificial Intelligence. He elaborated on how AI can act as a catalyst for Atmanirbhar 

Bharat by enabling indigenous innovation, reducing technological dependence, and creating new 

employment avenues. 

Prof. Mishra stressed the importance of skill development, interdisciplinary learning, and research-driven 

entrepreneurship, urging students to move beyond being technology consumers and become technology 

creators and innovators. 

The program was convened by Prof. Mayank Aggarwal, Dean, Faculty of Engineering and Technology, 

who highlighted the strategic relevance of such pre-summit events in bridging the gap between academia, 

industry, and national missions. He stated that the workshop was designed to equip students with future-

ready competencies aligned with AI-enabled digital ecosystems. 

Dr. Suyash Bhardwaj, Co-Convener of the program, emphasized the need for structured capacity-building 

initiatives focused on AI literacy, digital tools, and entrepreneurial thinking. He remarked that the event 

aimed to inspire students to explore AI-based solutions with real-world impact and entrepreneurial 

potential. 

Dr. Lokesh Joshi, President, Institution’s Innovation Council (IIC), GKDU, Haridwar, highlighted the role 

of IIC in fostering innovation culture on campus. He encouraged students to actively engage in innovation 

challenges, startups, and incubation activities, leveraging AI as a transformative technology. 

Outcome and Conclusion 

The workshop concluded with an interactive session where students actively engaged with the speakers, 

raising queries related to AI careers, startups, government initiatives, and skill pathways. The program 

successfully created awareness about digital entrepreneurship, AI readiness, and national AI initiatives, 

motivating students to align their academic pursuits with emerging technological trends. 



 

Overall, the event was a great success, contributing significantly to the objectives of the India AI Impact 

Summit 2026 by strengthening human capital and promoting a culture of innovation and self-reliance 

among students. 
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