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A Critical Analysis of Neti Karma :
Therapeutic and Philosophical Dimensions
in Yogic and Clinical Contexts

-Dr. Kartikey*
-Prof. Dr. Dinesh Chandra Shashtri**

Introduction

Neti Karma, a practice within the six cleansing techniques
(Shatkarmas) of Hatha Yoga, has traditionally been considered essential
for maintaining physical and mental hygiene. While its benefits in nasal
hygiene and respiratory health are well documented in yogic texts and
increasingly recognized in modern clinical research, its philosophical and
cultural underpinnings remain underexplored in contemporary practice.
This paper critically analyzes Neti Karma not only as a therapeutic
technique but also as a component of spiritual discipline, highlighting
its evolving role in light of modern medical science, ethical concerns,
and shifting cultural values.

Methodology

This research follows a qualitative, descriptive, and analytical
approach. It draws on a wide range of primary and secondary sources,
including :

- Classical yogic texts (e.g., Hatha Yoga Pradipika [4], Gheranda
Sambhita [5])

- Commentaries by traditional scholars (e.g., Swami Sivananda [2],
Swatmarama [4])

- Modern interpretations and clinical studies from peer-reviewed
journals [6], [7]

* PhD scholar, Ved Vibhag, Gurukul Kangri, Deemed to be University,
Haridwar.
** Vice Chancellor, Uttrakhand Sanskrit University, Haridwar.
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Philosophical analysis of the concepts of karma, purification, and
non-duality [9]

Review of debates surrounding modern yoga therapy, cultural
appropriation, and medical ethics [10]

The methodology includes a comparative textual analysis combined

with thematic interpretation to bridge classical yogic theory with
contemporary scientific and cultural discourse.

Observation

1. "Historical and Philosophical Context"

N

(98]

Neti Karma emerges from the larger context of yogic purification
practices (Shatkarmas) [1], [4].

Rooted in the dualistic conception of purity and impurity, it aligns
with broader Hindu and Jain traditions that emphasize internal
and external cleansing [5], [9].

Classical texts highlight both physical and spiritual goals-removing
mucous impurities and removing mental obstructions to higher
consciousness [2], [4].

. "Types and Techniques"

Two main forms: "Jala Neti" (nasal irrigation with saline water)
and "Sutra Neti" (nasal cleansing with thread or rubber catheter)

(1], [6].
Each technique is associated with distinct benefits and precautions

(2], [4].

. "Therapeutic Claims"

Respiratory relief: sinusitis, allergies, cold prevention [6].

Neurological and psychological benefits: improved concentration,
mental clarity [7].

Evidence from clinical studies suggests efficacy, especially in
ENT-related conditions [6], [7].

4. "Cultural and Ethical Controversies"

Concerns about the commodification of Neti Karma in the
wellness industry [10].

Issues of cultural appropriation and dilution of spiritual essence
in modern practices [9], [10].
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- Critiques of pseudoscientific claims by unqualified yoga therapists
(8], [10].

Results

The synthesis of classical literature and modern research leads to
the following results:

- "Efficacy Validated": There is empirical support for many of the
physiological benefits claimed in traditional texts [6], [7].

- "Spiritual Purposes Undervalued": In modern usage, Neti Karma
is often divorced from its spiritual and ethical contexts [9], [10].

- "Dual Function": The practice continues to serve both physical
health and deeper yogic goals, depending on the framework of
use [1], [4], [5].

- "Dissonance Identified": A conflict exists between Neti Karma’s
traditional aims of ‘samskara’ (spiritual purification) and its
modern-day use as a medical or hygienic intervention [8], [10].

Discussion

The results point to a widening gap between the traditional and
modern interpretations of Neti Karma. While classical yogic literature
emphasizes its role in the transcendence of ego and purification of
consciousness [2], [4], modern clinical practice often reduces it to a nasal
irrigation technique [6]. This shift is indicative of broader trends in the
globalization of yoga, where practices are increasingly extracted from their
philosophical roots and adapted to secular contexts [9], [10].

Moreover, the dualistic logic embedded in the idea of purification
(clean vs. unclean) conflicts with non-dualistic Advaita Vedanta
philosophies, which posit that such distinctions are ultimately illusory [9].
Thus, a critical tension exists: can a practice born in a dualistic ritual
context retain meaning in a post-dualist spiritual framework?
Furthermore, ethical concerns arise when Neti Karma is marketed without
appropriate instruction, leading to misuse or injury [8], [10].

The clinical validation of Neti Karma’s benefits should not obscure

the importance of holistic understanding, where physical practice is
integrated with ethical reflection, cultural sensitivity, and spiritual depth

(11, [9].
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Conclusion

Neti Karma is a powerful example of how ancient practices can
serve modern needs while retaining their original spiritual significance.
As both a physical and metaphysical purification process, it embodies
the yogic ideal of harmonizing body, breath, and mind [1], [2], [4].
However, its increasing medicalization and commercialization risk
stripping the practice of its original ethical and spiritual dimensions [8],
[10]. A critical, culturally informed, and integrative approach is essential
to preserving the practice’s depth while adapting it responsibly for
contemporary use.
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Copyright of Vedas :
Bharat : World Veda Day

-D. Pramod*

Abstract

Vedas are the ancient Sanskrit texts of Hindudharma. The word
Veda means knowledge and wisdom. They are originally in the divine
Sanskrit language and are considered to be the oldest of the human race.
These scriptures are drafted by the ancient Bharatiya (Indian) sages with
intense meditation through their divyadrushti for centuries for the benefit
of the whole of mankind. They are eternal principles. The objective of
Vedas is to understand the purpose of life through self and God’s
realization for attaining liberation and going back to the supreme abode
by utilizing the human platform for the service of the Supreme by
detaching material activities. The systematic approaches are clearly
elaborated by saints through slokas and texts in the scriptures.

The Vedas contain transcendental, philosophical, and scientific
information. The fundamental principles of scientific discoveries and
inventions originated from the Vedas. The sages were so broad-minded,
they never mentioned the names of authors and the date of writing the
Vedas. History says the Vedas were burnt and some were stolen or taken
by the invaders from India for research purposes. A lot of international
organizations and research centers are exploring the concepts of science,
medicine, and scientific applications pursuing the research by converting
them to their own mother tongue through the latest language translation
softwares under the names of foreign commercial companies and also
going for their own copyrights like www.veda.com and VedagmbH and
patents even for Indian products such as Turmeric and Basumati Rice.
If it continues, the next generation or after some centuries, people may
not know the authors and original characters of Indian scriptures and

* Dean, Research & Development, Malla Reddy University, Hyderabad,
Telangana, India.
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Indian products. In fact, the present Hindu population 15% in the world
is declining and may find it difficult to defend and comply with other
majority groups.

We Indians are very late to realize and appreciate the greatness of
Indian knowledge and its products before someone else appreciates and
claims them. This article presents the severity of the ownership of the
Indian scriptures and patents in the international level. The Indian
Government must go for the copyright of all Indian religious texts and
patents of Indian products as Bharat (India). The Indian Government
must endorse the birthday of the great sage Veda Vyasa, as World Veda
Day and apply in UNO as he compiled all the Vedas and Purans.,
Bhagavad Gita, and Srimad Bhagavatam for the benefit of mankind in
the world since Vedas are philosophical and the mother of all subjects,
similar to International Yoga Day and World Meditation Day.

Keywords : Sages, Vedas, scriptures, self-realization, liberation,
disputes on copyright and Indian patents, translating software, yoga day,
meditation day, world Veda day.

1. Introduction

India has been a land of spirituality for several millenniums. Hindus
are considered to be the oldest human civilization. Hindus consider the
Vedas to be the oldest and most sacred texts which are revelations of
sacred sounds of texts and words heard by Bharatiya ancient sages
through their vision of intense meditation for years through their for the
benefit of mankind.'? They are obtained after Self and God realization
while exploring the purpose of life and the importance of human form.
The inquisitiveness was to explore the Supreme, absolute truth, creation
of the universe, living entities, birth and death cycle, human values,
liberation, and going back to the Supreme abode.

Sanatan dharma is the knowledge that leads to divinity and it can
be neither obtained nor can be destroyed but it is eternal and everlasting
and attainted through self-realization. To enlighten the people the slokas
and the texts were written millennium years of back and the latest one is
around 8000-1000 BCE by the contribution of hundreds and thousands

1. Bhakativedanta Swami Prabhupada A C (1972) Bhagavad Gita As It
Is: The Macmillan Company New York.

2. Bhakti Vedanta Swami Prabhupada A.C (1995)Srimad; The
Bhaktivedanta Book TrustJuhu Mumbai, India.



Copyright of Vedas : Bharat :: World Veda Day 135

of Indian sages. The main contributors were great ancient sages and rishis
who compiled the rules & regulations and techniques to survive in this
material world in a spiritual way to attain liberation and go back to their
supreme abode through slokas and texts in the form of Vedas and other
Indian scriptures . Initially, one Veda was manifested. It was very difficult
for the people to understand. Hence, the sage Sri.VedaVyasa (son of
Parashar Muni and Satyavati and who was a member of the Kuru
Dynasty just before the Mahabharat war) , the incarnation of the Lord
had divided one Veda into four Vedas-Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda,
and Atharvanaveda. Each Veda was further classified into subdivisions,
1.samhithas (mantras and benedictions) ii. Brahmanas (commentaries on
explanations of rituals traditions and ceremonious etc.,) iii. Arayanka (text
on rituals ceremonious and sacrifices) iv. Upanishads (texts discussing
meditation philosophy, and spiritual knowledge). Some scholars further
added upasanas as a fifth category.'

During this long period of yugas, the followers started their own
concepts and procedures in different ways and evolved various religions
and paths such as ancient Egyptian, Judaism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikkism
as well as Christianity ,Islam and others. In ancient times there was no
conflict for authorship for the articles since the whole world was only
one called Akand Bharat but as time passed, different disciples or gurus
evolved their own religions aiming at one God with different approaches
at different places in the world.

With the advancement of science and technology and the
commercialization of products in the world, in order to avoid the
authorship and owners of the products the concepts of IPR and copyrights
have evolved and the policies have been formulated at the national and
international levels. Now the question comes who are the owners of the
scriptures? The way it is necessary to protect individual authorship of
books and research articles one should protect our own country’s literature
so that no one can claim ownership of the scriptures after many centuries.
The history says most of the scriptures are burnt in the Nalanda
Viswavidyalya and some of them are stolen and placed in their countries
and pursuing research. A lot of companies in the international market
are translating the Indian religious texts which were originally in Sanskrit
language into their parent languages. In Tokyo University, Japan,

1. https://vedicheritage.gov.in
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Research scientists are analyzing by decoding our sanskrit texts and
studying significances of Hindu Philosophy with proper references and
appreciating Indian texts.' But some are using the Indian product names
for their firms and obtaining patents. It is leading to controversies and
Indians are compelled to go to courts to retain their ownership or
authorship such as VEDA GmbH, Vaastu, www.veda.com, Turmeric and
Basmati rice, etc.

The Vedas contain immense information about natural sciences,
medicine, economics, architecture, management, meditation, yoga, and
human values, leading to understanding the science of Vedas, absolute
truth and Supreme. It will be difficult in the coming decades to find out
who are real authors of Indian scriptures and owners of Indian products.
This paper deals with the originality of the scriptures, the severity of the
copyright of religious texts, and some of the Indian indigenous products.
There is an urgent need to apply the copyright of Vedas, Indian scriptures,
and products as Bharat (India); and declare the birth day of Veda Vyas
as World Veda Day like International Yoga Day” and World Meditation
day.

II) Analysis
1. Vedic Culture

Bharatiya Vedic culture stands from the hundreds and thousands
of history. The ancient literature says the Vedic period was from the Ice
Age to 3000 BC. The Vedic traditions stand on 4 pillars - 1) cleanliness
11) austerity ii1) compassion 1v) truthfulness. All traditions and rituals are
incorporated in Vedic scriptures. The possible things that would occur
in the universe as well as to take place in a materialistic world are
predicted in the scriptures. In the past vedic culture meant tapasya, as
time passed it was changed to yajias then to idol worship and in the
kaliyuga, it is chanting or japa. In 3000 BC. Lord Krishna appeared in
Kaliyuga as the Incarnation of the Lord to establish dharma and was
given the condensed form of all the Vedas as Bhagavad Gita. People
followed Him and became staunch believers of the Vedas. The great sages
like Buddha, Adhi Shankaracharya, Chaitanya Maha Prabhu, and many

1. Takahino Kato, Bhaskara Mentioned in the Prameyakamalamartanda,
297, Tokyo University Japan.

2. Pramod D(2024);Yoga: Health &Self realization, Scientific God
Journal: Dec 2024: Volume 15:Issue 2:pp.77-84



Copyright of Vedas : Bharat :: World Veda Day 137

Goswamis, Prabhupada, and other many Indian spiritual masters
promoted vedas, divine scriptures, rituals and traditions resulting in many
becoming their followers in the world. They are designed properly for
the benefit of mankind and to understand the purpose of human life and
the journey of living entities in the material world. Every culture or
philosophy in the world has its roots in Vedas because Veda means
absolute truth, knowledge, eternal, and transcendent. Vedas keep on
asking the man to know once loss of love of the Supreme Lord.

Vedas means knowledge - mantras, prayers, yajiia, dana, tapa,
rituals, traditions, festivals and celebrations, pilgrimages, idols, and image
worship in temples and houses. All these activities motivate humans to
be on the right path, have a disciplined and spiritual life eliminate negative
energies, reduce bad karmas, and take you to understand the absolute
path, self-realization, and the final aim of life going back to the Supreme
abode for salvation.

2. Disputes on Ownership of Indian Products

History says Vedas and other important scriptures were burnt and
some of them were even stolen by the foreign invaders. The valuable
and authentic data was being used for the research purpose to understand
the scientific concepts of Vedas. Intensive research work is going on in
different parts of the globe especially Germany, France, the USA, China
and Japan etc. The scriptures are so complicated to understand for the
present generation. The education system in India has not given much
importance to understanding and learning the science of scriptures.
However, for the past one decade, the Indian government has given high
importance forstudying the heritage through the Indian Knowledge
System. Due to the advancement of science and technology and Artificial
Intelligence, research scholars of different countries are translating the
original scriptures into their languages and using the names of their
different companies which are misleading the faithful customers in the
world. In fact, it is a good sign to understand the gist of the Veda and
Puranas, etc. The basic concepts, ideas, and values are drafted in the
scriptures by the various ancient sages with intense meditation for the
benefit of the whole of mankind. Hence originality and authorship should
be protected and given due respect to the Indian scriptures as well as
authors. We Indians are very late to, realize the greatness of Indian
Knowledge and Products.
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3. International Yoga Day

Yoga for health and Self-realization was designed and developed
by great sages and Rsis. It deals with physical fitness, controlling of
senses, and union of body, mind, and soul with God. That benefits
individuals in terms of health, peace, self, and God’s realization. It
originated much before the Indus Valley civilization and it was a primary
thing before proceeding to Vedas. Yoga Asanas, the Yoga Siitras
compiled by the Indian sage Patanjali are considered to be one of the
earliest organized resources on Yoga Asanas. These are bestowed by our
ancestors for the benefit of mankind. There was no copyright concept
during that period because they are all spiritual and the concept of karma
was predominating. But the Western people are copyrighting and
patenting for everything. It has been openly debated till Indian Prime
Minister Sri Narender Modi approached the UNO and the importance
of Yoga for mankind with respect to health consciousness. The science
of yoga was finally accepted and approved by the United Nations
organization which declared International Yoga Day on June 21st every
year. Since then it has been celebrated throughout the world and has given
high importance for natural self-controlling techniques for Physical fitness
& wellness as well as for self and God-realization.

4. World Meditation Day

Meditation is the oldest and most ancient Indian practice for
spirituality. The sages could grasp and reveal their innermost thoughts
and ideas through meditation. It is rooted in many scriptures and people
have been practicing from ancient ages - hundreds and thousands of years
back. Meditation is a science found to be the most effective for stress-
less minds. Hence it is practiced in all religions and also for peace and
harmony of self and society. Thus meditation hasbeen aligned at a par
with yoga. Thus WHO recognized the significance of meditation for
mankind and declared December 21stas a World Meditation Day.

5. Turmeric Patent

Turmeric is an important traditional crop in India and is used for
the medicinal side as an anti-septic, in food items, and for painting colors.
But Indians never thought of going to Patent. It was noticed by the
Government of India in 1995, and the University of Mississippi Medical
Centre (USA) filed a patent for using turmeric powder to heal wounds.
The patent was granted, but India’s Council of Scientific and Industrial
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Research (CSIR) challenged it in 1996 and argued that the patent did
not meet the criteria for novelty, as turmeric had been used in traditional
Indian medicine for centuries. In a result, the USA patent office revoked
the patent in 1997 and accepted the traditional knowledge of Indians."*

6. Basamati Rice Patent

Basmati rice is also the main crop of India for many centuries.
Unfortunately, a Texas-based US company RiceTecInc applied for a
patent for basmati rice in 1997. The Govt. of India has noticed and
challenged the USA with 50.000 pages of scientific evidence report to
the World Trade Organization (WTO) and finally, the US patent office
has withdrawn the Basmati patent. However, RiceTec lost or withdrew
most of the claims of the patent, including the right to call their rice
products basmati. The original patent expired in 2019.’

7. VEDA GmbH

A German company VEDA GmbH computer software has claimed
the rights over the name Veda for the computer products and registered
in many countries.”

8. Vaastu

A German architectural firm used the word Vaastu,( the art of
aesthetic architecture of ancient India ) as the trademark of the company
and obtained a patent.’

1. https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-
6736(05)63536-2/abstract

2. https://www.google.com/search?q=which+country+has+patent+of+
turmeric&sca_esv=d837f2d48f3c3c3a&sxsrf=ADLY WILKxW_ifmvhyEdH-
mxWQikNAwWABDw%3A1735472510001 &ei=fTVxZ7jtPIKO4-
EPpP3m0QM&oq=who+has+patent+of++Turmaric+&gs_lp=Egxnd3
Mtd2I6LXNlcnAiHHdobyBoYX

3. https://www.google.com/search?q=who+has+patent+of+basmati+
rice&oq=Who+isd+patent+of+Basdumathio+rice+&aqs=chrome.
1.6915750122130j01390i512165013.19064j0j7 &sou

4. http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/36159019.cms?utm_
source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst

5. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/bombay-times/german-vaastu-
patent-doesnt-worry- city-experts/articleshow/32817205.cms
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9. www.veda.com

A UK nationalist Nicholas Silverstone used the word Veda for a
web address aswww.veda.com. The computer software industry claiming
Veda is self created word with nothing to do with Hinduism and VEDA
GmbH, when VEDA GmbH filed a case in World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO). In fact, the word Veda is used for selling Hinduism
literature and Vedic products. The Indian divine word is being misused
throughout the world for advertising their material products. It is
misleading to many divine customers.'

10. Krsna - Arjuna Chariot

It has been noticed in the
world (bible teacher organization)
that people are misusing the Indian
religious, Sculptures, symbolic
characters, replicas of chariots, and
items used in the religious texts and
incorporating those in their religion
and interpreting differently for the society such as the symbol of the great
chariot of Lord Sri Krishna and Arjuna used in the Mahabharat war as
Lord Jesus is giving instructions to his subordinate (Fig.l at Church,
798 Santa Fe Pike, Columbia, USA )>** and in another sculpture Lord
Jesus is standing on the chariot ;

(Fig.2 , Kerala, India)’ which are
installed in front of the churches. If
it goes unnoticed and not rectified,
it will mislead the next generation
people and wrong interpretations
ofVedas and Indian religious
scriptures. They can use the chariots
but not the same replica of those that

Fig 1: Columbia, USA

Fig.2: Kerala, India

1. https://www.veda.com/#/home

2. https://bibleteacher.org/

3. https://bibleteacher.org/2022/01/30/sermon-from-a-chariot/

4. https://bibleteacher.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/usha-kiran-
mlvkwwjdjua-unsplash.jpg

5. http://juicymangotales.blogspot.com/2012/05/christ-in-dwaraka-on-
arjunas-chariot.html
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were already illustrated and well-established in Hindu religious texts.

I1II) Need for Copyright of Religious Scriptures

Ancient sages were broad-minded, they have given the Vedic
scriptures for the benefit of the entire mankind without their names and
dates. The scriptures were highly respected though there were only theists
and atheists in the world of Akand Bharat. But in the present global
scenario with different religions in the world, people started using the
scriptures for commercial purposes and Vedic wisdom will be interpreted
in different ways by changing the original concepts of the texts.

The Indian Copyright Act, of 1957, and the Copyright rules form
the foundation of Copyright protection in India. It is important to note
that mere concepts or ideas cannot be copyrighted. Religious scriptures
in India are not protected by copyright because they are in the public
domain but the original expression of such ideas or concepts is subject
to copyright. We can see in the R.G. Anand case (AIR 1978 SC 1613)
where the court granted copyright protection only to the original
expression of the ideas or concepts and not to the ideas itself. This
copyright protection does not restrict rights only to the creator; it can also
be claimed by those who acquire the copyrights from the owner or by a
person acting on behalf of the owner of the copyrighted work. The Indian
copyright is valid for 60 years, but the copyright for Vedic scriptures
should be for infinite time as long as the universe exists.'

Once the wealth of ancient Indian wisdom is transformed into
foreign languages there is a high probability that after many years or
centuries, the names of Indian authors as well as names of individual
persons in the scriptures may be altered or encrypted with the new names
as per the choice of their products in their own languages. Therefore the
Indian government must apply and claim for the International copyright
for Vedic scriptures. The sages have given Vedas for mankind to keep
the view of the Vasudeva Kutumbam. But in the present global scenario,
the conflicts of authorship in research papers and in patents are major
concern in the science and social science domains. People are going to
court and claiming ownership. Therefore in order to avoid future conflicts
and complications the Indian government must go for copyrights of Indian
scriptures such as Vedas, Puranas, Ramayan and Mahabharat, and other
divine moral texts. Every person has the right to study and can upgrade

1. https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2015/04/02/hindus/
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one’s knowledge but due respect must be given to the Indian writers and
characters. If these are unnoticed and not challenged in the court, it will
be difficult for the younger generation to recognize and identify of the
items and characters of Indian scriptures.

IV) Proposal for World Veda Day

The Vedas are the mother of all subjects. Hence they must be
given due respect and be remembered on a particular day as World Veda
Day. In India, three days are generally earmarked for education and
knowledge purposes. They are 1) VasanthaPanchami (Sarswathi Devi
Puja) on Maga Shukla Panchami falls in the month of February / March.
2) Guru Poornima the birthday of Vyasa Deva on Asadha Shukla
Poornima in the month of July and 3) Gita Jayanthi the birth of Gita on
Margashira Shukla Ekadashi in the month of December.

The Bhagavad Gita says if there is a birth, in the material world
the death will certainly take place. Since there is no date of birth of the
Vedas hence there is no death of the Vedas. Therefore they are called
eternal. Also, the scriptures depict that Maha Vishnu brought the Vedas
back from the ocean to show Vedas are eternal (Sanatan). Thus the Vedas
had rejuvenated the living entities. They are originated in Bharat and
given by our great sages. The Indian government can go for the copyright
of Vedas and the date of birth of sage Veda Vyas, the compiler the Vedas
on Guru Poornima may be appropriate to consider as World Veda Day.

V) Conclusion

The Vedas are the original texts and considered to be the oldest
and the most sacred texts in Hindu civilization. They are gifted by a great
number of Indian sages for the benefit of mankind through their
meditations and with divyadrsti. The Vedas mean knowledge gives
comprehensive information about the Universe, nature, and living entities.
These texts are highly philosophical and authentic information about
Science & Technology and management. All the scientific discoveries
and inventions that have taken place so far can be rooted in the Vedas.
These are highly regarded and appreciated by the ancient and modern
Philosophers and Scientists in the world. The scriptures have been under
the scanning devices and rigorous research work is going on throughout
the world. It has become more common in recent years to transfer Vedas
and other scriptures into foreign languages with the help latest computer
software applications that can modify the scripts and names of characters.
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After some decades or centuries, they might claim that they are owners
and copyrighters of the Vedic scriptures. Hence it is highly essential for
the Indian government to claim the copyright of Vedas and all other
Indian religious texts as they are compiled by the great Bharatiya sages
for hundreds and thousands of years with their intense mediations for the
benefit of mankind. If these are not challenged, our decaying Hindu
population may not defend and they (Vedas) may be erased from the
world Vedic texts in a few centuries."*
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Al for Vedic Insights: The Intersection of
Ancient Scriptures and Machine Learning

-Dr. Nishant Kumar"
Abstract

The Vedas are these ancient Sanskrit texts that hold the core of
Hindu philosophy. They’re full of wisdom on everything from
spirituality to ethics to how the universe works. But, here’s the thing:
understanding them isn’t easy. The Sanskrit is dense, packed with
symbolism and poetry that’s tricky to unravel—even for seasoned
scholars. That’s where Al steps in, bringing new tools to the table.
With the leaps in tech—Ilike Natural Language Processing (NLP) and
Machine Learning (ML)—we’re finally able to explore these texts in
a fresh, more detailed way. Techniques like tokenization and
lemmatization break down the words; semantic analysis helps us see
the deeper meanings. Machine translation opens up verses that were
once buried in ambiguity. Al doesn’t just help us read the Vedas; it
helps us see layers and connections we might have missed, giving
these timeless ideas a new life.

Besides language analysis, machine learning can pick up on
bigger patterns in the Vedas. It can group verses based on shared
ideas, like specific philosophies or rituals, showing how concepts
weave through these ancient texts. Sentiment analysis also brings out
the emotional layers in the hymns, helping us grasp the moods and
feelings that give them so much depth. In this study, we dive into the
Rigveda, Yajurveda, and Atharvaveda to show how Al can shine a
light on both famous and hidden passages. We also take an honest
look at where Al falls short. It can miss the finer cultural and
philosophical details, but it still opens doors for future research to dig
even deeper.

*  Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science and Engineering,
Gurukula Kangri (Deemed to be University), Haridwar.
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By blending ancient wisdom with modern tech, this study
doesn’t just help us understand the Vedas better—it builds a bridge
for digital humanities. Through Al these timeless texts become more
accessible to scholars and practitioners around the world, allowing a
deeper and more nuanced look into their rich heritage.

Keywords:
1. Introduction

The Vedas are a treasure trove of ancient wisdom in Sanskrit,
laying down the foundation of Hindu thought. Composed around
1500 to 500 BCE, they span philosophy, cosmology, ethics, rituals,
and spirituality. The four main collections—Rigveda, Samaveda,
Yajurveda, and Atharvaveda—each have a unique focus, from hymns
and chants to rituals and reflections on life. Their impact goes far
beyond religion, shaping ancient India’s culture and intellectual
legacy, and even today, they inspire spiritual and philosophical
seekers [1].

Yet, studying the Vedas isn’t easy. Written in an intricate,
symbolic, and often poetic Sanskrit, they’re deeply rooted in ancient
cultural and metaphorical contexts. Many of the verses carry layers of
meaning that have shifted over time, with different traditions offering
various interpretations. This makes understanding the Vedas a bit like
piecing together a wvast, complex puzzle that requires careful,
thoughtful study[2].

Now, with advancements in Artificial Intelligence, especially
Natural Language Processing (NLP) and Machine Learning (ML),
we’re finding new ways to engage with these ancient texts. Al models
can help break down Sanskrit structure, spot recurring themes, and
even suggest translations by identifying language patterns [3]. This
doesn’t just make interpretation more accessible; it allows us to
explore the Vedas on a deeper level, uncovering new insights that
might otherwise remain hidden [4]. This paper dives into how Al is
opening up fresh perspectives on the Vedas, from language analysis to
theme identification, and highlights how these technologies are
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helping us peel back layers of meaning embedded in these ancient
scriptures[5].

2. The Vedas and Their Complexities Overview of the Vedas

The Vedas are some of the oldest and most cherished sacred
texts in Hinduism. They’re split into four distinct works: the Rigveda,
Samaveda, Yajurveda, and Atharvaveda. Each one has its own vibe,
purpose, and collection of knowledge, blending hymns, rituals,
philosophy, and even spells [1].

Rgveda : Imagine the Rigveda as the oldest sibling, with wisdom and
stories spanning back to ancient times. It’s a collection of
1,028 hymns, arranged into 10 books, all focused on
honoring deities like Agni, Indra, and Soma. These hymns
explore creation, the relationship between humanity and
the divine, and cosmic order, or Rita. By exposing the
spiritual and mundane facets of their existence, the
Rigveda provides us with a glimpse into early Vedic life

[2].

Samaveda : Samaveda, also known as the "Veda of melodies." The
Samaveda transforms the hymns into chants intended for
ceremonial purposes by setting the lyrics to music if the
Rigveda supplies them. Here, it all comes down to musical
intonation, which adds a layer of rhythm and sound to call
forth divine benefits. Although it draws heavily on the
Rigveda, its emphasis on the potency of song and chant is
distinctive [3].

Yajurveda : The Yajurveda functions more as a useful manual for
performing sacrifices and rites. The mantras that priests
used to guide each phase of the ceremonial process during
Vedic rites are contained in this Veda. It is divided into
two branches, the Krsna (Dark) and Shukla (White)
Yajurvedas, each of which has its own unique take on
ceremonial customs. The Yajurveda is the best resource if



Al for Vedic Insights: The Intersection of Ancient Scriptures... 147

you want to understand the exact sequence of old Vedic
ceremonies [4].

Atharvaveda : Atharvaveda is quite similar to the Vedic common
sense. It addresses the necessities of life, such as healing,
protection, success, love, and even war, rather than big
cosmic or ritual topics. The Atharvaveda is still relevant
today because it provides a glimpse into the everyday
worries of Vedic people through spells and charms for
pragmatic issues [5].

Language Challenges in the Vedas

Today's scholars, linguists, and even artificial intelligence
models find the Sanskrit utilised in the Vedas to be somewhat
puzzling. In particular, Vedic Sanskrit is an old form that differs
greatly from the later Classical Sanskrit. It can be even more difficult
to understand because of its lyrical, symbolic quality [3].

Poetic Structure : The verses of the Vedas are filled with poetic
devices like as wordplay, metaphors, and allegories, and
they are constructed with complex metrical patterns. They
frequently have several levels of meaning, with gods like
Agni (fire) standing for both higher spiritual concepts like
sacrifice and metamorphosis as well as natural elements.
For example, Indra is more than just the god of thunder; he
is also a symbol of bravery and triumph in both moral and
physical conflicts [4].

Layered Meanings : Polysemy—the ability of a single word to have
multiple meanings depending on the context—is highly
valued in Vedic Sanskrit. This allows for different
interpretations of some verses. Consider "Soma" as an
example. Depending on how it is used, it could refer to a
god, a sacred plant, or the ceremonial beverage [5].

Cultural Context : Since a large portion of the Vedic language is
oral tradition, a thorough understanding of its cultural and
ritual context is essential. However, some of these customs
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and settings

have disappeared over time,

éﬁiﬁmm‘rﬁf:

leaving

interpretive gaps. The same lines have been interpreted
very differently by various schools of thought as a result of

this loss [1].

Example 1: Rigveda 1.1.1

A prime example of these complexities is found in the very

first verse of the Rigveda:

"SATS led AT ST | TR WEaH | 1"

(Rigveda 1.1.1)

Translation:

"I praise Agni, the chosen priest, the god, minister of the sacrifice, the
invoker, the bestower of treasures" [6].

Traditional Interpretation

Variations in Interpretation

Agni, the fire, as the holy priest
who, during ceremonies, acts as a
mediator between the gods and
people [7]. Agni is seen as a
spiritual entity who presents
offerings to the divine in addition
to being the actual fire utilized in
sacrifices. By referring to him as
the "bestower of treasures," the
passage emphasizes Agni's
function in providing his followers
with material and spiritual rewards

(8].

Although Agni's crucial role in
the emphasis of
readings, inter-
pretations have changed over time.
While some schools of thought
approach Agni from a ritualistic or
philosophical perspective, others
view more as a cosmic force [9].
They saw fire as a sign of
purification and metamorphosis,
giving Agni's significance more
depth than just his
function.

sacrifices is
conventional

ceremonial

AD’s Role in Consistency : By comparing the passage with
similar hymns from the Vedic corpus, artificial intelligence (Al)
tools—in particular, Natural Language Processing (NLP) models—
can help produce more consistent readings [10]. Semantic analysis,
for instance, allows Al to find similar references to Agni in different
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writings, comparing usage patterns to provide a cohesive
understanding of the deity's function. Such passages can be further
categorized by machine learning algorithms according to their
philosophical, symbolic, or ritualistic background, enabling
researchers to methodically examine differences in interpretation [11].

Furthermore, several translations of the stanza can be
produced using machine translation models trained especially for
Sanskrit, allowing for comparison study. Additionally, Al-driven
technologies can identify subtle linguistic elements that traditional
approaches frequently overlook, such as compound structures or the
dual forms of Sanskrit, improving translation accuracy [12].

3. How AI Can Unlock Vedic Insights

Because of its rich cultural richness and poetic symbolism, the
complex universe of Vedic literature—written in ancient Sanskrit—
presents its own unique set of interpretive difficulties. However, there
is now the possibility of expanding our comprehension of these old
works with the aid of Artificial Intelligence (Al), specifically through
Natural Language Processing (NLP) and Semantic Analysis. Al can
assist researchers in finding new interpretations and providing new
insights into this age-old wisdom by dissecting Sanskrit into its
fundamental components [13].

NLP for Interpreting Sanskrit A subfield of artificial
intelligence called natural language processing (NLP) gives
computers the ability to understand human language and offers strong
tools for deciphering complicated languages like Sanskrit. The
following are some important NLP methods that can be used with
Vedic texts:

1. Tokenization
The technique of dividing verses into discrete words or tokens is
known as tokenization. In Sanskrit, where lengthy compound
words (sandhi) can have several meanings, this is very helpful.
For example, the term "agnimille" in Rigveda 1.1.1 can be
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divided into "agni" (fire) and "lle" (I praise), which clarifies the
structure and meaning of the poem [14][15].

2. Lemmatization
Lemmatization, which follows tokenization, distills words to their
most basic forms, which is crucial in Sanskrit because of its
complex inflection system. With the transformation of "agnim"
(the accusative form of Agni) into "agni," for instance, Al is able
to read different inflected forms more consistently by analyzing
them as a single entity [16].

3. Part-of-Speech (POS) Tagging POS tagging assigns
grammatical roles to words—Ilike nouns, verbs, or adjectives—
based on syntax. This is especially helpful in Sanskrit, where
flexible word order can obscure meaning. Identifying the
grammatical function of each word ensures translations are closer
to the original intent of the text [17][18].

4. Named Entity Recognition (NER) With NER, Al can identify
and classify proper nouns, deities, rituals, and locations frequently
mentioned in the Vedas. Distinguishing these entities helps
decipher verses that reference mythological or ritual elements,
ensuring terms like "Agni" are interpreted correctly depending on
context [19].

Semantic Analysis: Unlocking Contextual Meanings

One of the most difficult aspects of Vedic interpretation is
Sanskrit's semantic richness, which allows words to have many
meanings depending on context. Advanced semantic analysis allows
Al to notice these alterations and provide contextually appropriate
interpretations [20].

For example, names like ""soma' and "indra" have different
meanings depending on the context—'"'soma' could refer to a plant, a
ritual drink, or the moon. Al-powered models can assess the
surrounding context to find the most likely interpretation for each
instance, resulting in translations that not only convey the literal
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meaning of the text but also preserve its philosophical and cultural

core [21].

Example 2: Yajurveda Interpretation Using Al

Let’s take a verse from the Yajurveda, which is known for its
ritualistic and ceremonial content. Consider this verse:

"Q T8 7 TUar a9 & AT ashdl | FHET g9 ST |

(Yajurveda 32.3)

Translation:

"For you, O Lord of wealth, are our father, you are our mother, O
hundred-powered one; you have become the stable world" [17].

Traditional Interpretation:

This stanza addresses Indra
as both the universe's father
(pita) and mother (mata).
The phrase "O hundred-
powered one" (shatakrato) is
a frequent epithet for Indra
that emphasizes his power
and supremacy. The "stable
world"  (dhruvam jagat)
alludes to the cosmic order
(Rta), which Indra helps to
maintain. Traditionally, the

passage is seen as a
compliment for Indra's
multifarious role in

maintaining creation through
his almighty powers.

Al-Based Alternative Interpretations:

Al models can use semantic analysis to
investigate alternate interpretations by
examining word  associations  and
comparing similar verses from the Vedic
corpus [18]. For instance, consider this
verse:

Indra as a Symbol of Universal Forces:
Al-based models can understand Indra as
a metaphor for cosmic and natural forces,
with mother (Mata) signifying caring and
father (Pita) indi- cating stability, rather
than just as a legendary figure [19]. As a
result, the emphasis is shifted from the
literal worship of Indra to a more
philosophical understanding in which she
represents the harmony between creation
and destruction.
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World as a Metaphor for Dharma: A
moral and ethical inter pretation of the
term "stable world" (dhruvam jagat) that
alludes to the idea of Dharma is possible.
In this case, Al may imply that the
"world" represents moral stability and that
Indra's job is to uphold cosmic law (Rta)
by directing human conduct [13].
Linguistic Variations: Al is also capable
of analyzing how words like "shatakrato"
are used differently in various verses and
making suggestions about subtleties
depending on the context [15]. It might
reveal, for example, how the term
"shatakrato"” might change according to
whether Indra is invoked as a cosmic
administrator, a warrior, or a nurturer.

Using NLP and semantic analysis to examine such a poem
demonstrates the multidimensionality of Vedic literature. Al can
improve our comprehension by offering a range of interpretations,
from literal to symbolic, that can be tailored to different academic or
philosophical contexts.

4. Machine Learning for Pattern Recognition in the Vedas

The complexity and richness of Vedic text, compiled over
millennia, provide a perfect challenge for machine learning (ML)
techniques. By employing powerful pattern recognition techniques,
ML models may find repeating themes, metaphors, and language
structures in massive collections of Vedic texts, providing crucial
insights that traditional researchers may have missed [16].
Furthermore, sentiment analysis, a subfield of NLP, can categorize
the emotional tones of hymns, determining whether they are
expressions of devotion, ritual instruction, or philosophical inquiry
[13]. This enables researchers to investigate the Vedas not only from
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a language or religious standpoint, but also from the emotions and
purposes encoded in the writings.

Textual Pattern Identification with Machine Learning

Machine learning algorithms can analyze enormous amounts

of Vedic literature to uncover repeating patterns and themes. The
Vedas frequently use unique metaphors, motifs, and symbolic
language, such as in the Rigveda, where fire (Agni) might signify
physical fire, the divine spark, or metaphysical knowledge.

1.

Clustering Techniques: ML methods that can group verses
according to recurrent themes or subjects include latent
Dirichlet allocation (LDA) and k-means clustering [18]. An
examination of the Atharvaveda, for instance, which has
hymns about tranquility, healing, and protection, may show
groups of hymns addressing certain medical conditions or
defensive practices. The study of how certain concepts, like
using herbs to heal, are developed and repeated throughout
different Vedic hymns is made possible by this thematic
clustering.

Pattern Mining: It is possible to identify similar linguistic
structures throughout the Vedas by using frequent pattern
mining tools [19]. These consist of grammatical constructions,
phrases, or even prosodic patterns, or rhythmic elements,
which are typical of Vedic poetry. Recognizing these recurrent
patterns can help us comprehend how some concepts were
passed down orally and through rituals.

Metaphor Recognition: Modern readers may not instantly
recognize the metaphors used in many Vedic hymns. In order
to demonstrate how distinct symbols (such as rivers standing
for knowledge or barriers) were employed throughout many
Vedas or throughout particular schools of thought, machine
learning algorithms can be trained to identify and contrast
metaphorical language [15].
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Sentiment Analysis of Vedic Hymns

Sentiment analysis, a sort of NLP-based machine learning,
can be used to identify the emotional tones and intentions of Vedic
hymns [14]. While traditional Vedic interpretation frequently focuses
on theological, ceremonial, or philosophical components, sentiment
analysis adds a new perspective by illuminating the underlying
emotions hidden in the text.

1. Emotion Classification: Al is able to categorize hymns
according to their emotional content, including praise songs
(positive sentiment), prayers for divine intervention (pleading
or neutral feeling), and portrayals of cosmic conflict (somber
or negative sentiment) [21]. For instance, the Atharvaveda has
songs that show concern for both bodily and spiritual well-
being, providing a distinct emotional tone than the Rigveda,
which is filled with hymns honoring deities like Agni, Indra,
and Soma.

2. Tone Detection: Changes in tone within a single hymn can
also be identified via sentiment analysis. As the hymn goes on,
a verse's tone may change from one of grief to one of
optimism or victory. Researchers can examine how emotional
changes reflect the spiritual journey portrayed in the texts by
using Al to mimic these tonal adjustments.

3. Contextual Sentiment: A hymn's sentiment can change based
on the larger context in which it was written. Sentiment
analysis can provide insights on the emotional and ritualistic
development of particular themes, such as health, prosperity,
or divine protection, by taking into account not only individual
verses but also how they fit within the greater corpus of Vedic
literature.

Example 3: Sentiment Analysis of a Hymn from the Atharvaveda
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Let’s analyze a verse from the Atharvaveda, known for its
focus on healing, protection, and magic. Consider this verse:

"I TRT TG & THIAG | & @ gAIg "

(Atharvaveda 5.30.12)

Translation:

"May the slayer of obstacles join together (the broken parts of)
your skin. May it join skin to skin, may it heal you."

Traditional Interpretation:

This hymn asks Indra, the
"slayer of obstacles"
(Vrtraha), to heal someone
by repairing their skin. The
hymn, which is part of a
larger healing rite, expresses a
desire for physical recovery
and spiritual intervention.
Traditionally, this would be
understood as a literal request
for healing, maybe
accompanied by ritual actions

with medicinal herbs.

Sentiment Analysis Using Al

By applying sentiment analysis, an Al
model can detect the positive and hopeful
tone of this verse, classifying it as an
expression of optimism and healing.
Here’s how Al might analyze this verse:

Positive Sentiment of Healing: The
phrase "may it join" (sam-afjatu)
expresses hope and faith
healing. Al models trained to recognize

in divine

such language can identify it as a
positive attitude centered on restoration
and completeness.

Emotional Layering:While the surface
tone is one of hope, Al can sense the
urgency underlying the prayer. By
comparing this lyric to others in the
hymn, Al may determine whether the
emotional tone is apprehensive or urgent,
suggesting a deeper layer of concern that
complements the hopeful request for
healing.
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Contextual Sentiment Shifts: The wider
hymn, of which this verse is a part, may
include verses with more neutral or
solemn tones, such as prayers for peace
and safety. By assessing the emotional
trajectory of the entire hymn, Al may
demonstrate how the tone moves from
concern to comfort, tracing the speaker's
and their community's emotional
journey.

How Al Enriches Interpretation : Al's sentiment analysis
contributes to a better grasp of the verse's emotional undertones [21].
Traditional interpretations concentrate on the literal features of
healing, however Al-driven sentiment analysis uncovers a more
complex emotional landscape, demonstrating how the song combines
hope, urgency, and faith [19]. This approach deepens our
understanding of the Vedic tradition's psychological and emotional
depth.

Researchers can find previously unknown patterns, themes,
and emotions in Vedic literature using machine learning approaches
such as pattern recognition and sentiment analysis [18]. These
methods enable a more sophisticated comprehension and provide new
ways to engage with the Vedas' emotional and philosophical
complexity [22]. Al thus provides up new avenues for studying not
only what the Vedic hymns say, but also how they transmit complex
emotional states and ritualistic objectives.

5. Al in Vedic Translation and Preservation

Artificial intelligence is not only an analytical tool, but also a
potent agent for translating and preserving ancient literature like the
Vedas. Given the extremely contextual character of Sanskrit and the
numerous layers of meaning in Vedic hymns, proper translation into
modern languages has always been difficult. Al, particularly
Transformer-based models such as GPT, BERT, and T35, provides a
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new paradigm for dealing with these complications by undertaking
contextual language modeling, which leads to more accurate
translations.

Furthermore, Al is playing an important role in the digitization
and preservation of ancient manuscripts, ensuring that these texts are
preserved for future generations in both their original form and as
easily accessible, translated copies [23].

Al-Driven Translation of the Vedas

Scholars have historically translated the Vedas using
philological methodologies, an awareness of ancient contexts, and
analogies to classical commentaries. However, these translations are
frequently impacted by human perceptions, cultural biases, or
inadequate resources. Al tackles these constraints, particularly with
the use of Transformer-based models, by offering more contextually
accurate and unbiased translations. These models take into account a
text's greater context, comprehending the relationships between words
and sentences in a way that is consistent with human interpretation.

1. Contextual Translation with Transformers: Transformer-
based models are better at comprehending the context in
which a word or phrase appears than previous translation
models that worked word-for-word. In Sanskrit, the word
"agni" can refer to actual fire, the fire deity, or metaphorical
purity based on context. Al models can comprehensively
evaluate a hymn to discover the most acceptable meaning in
each scenario.

2. Handling Complex Syntax: Sanskrit's grammatical structure
is notoriously difficult, with free word order, sandhi rules, and
compound words. Traditional translation suffers with this
complexity, particularly when combined with poetic meter. Al
algorithms trained on vast datasets of Sanskrit literature can
disentangle this intricacy, resulting in more fluent and
grammatically consistent translations.
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Adapting to New Contexts: Al models are not restricted by
previous researchers' interpretations and can provide new
views by analyzing Vedic hymns in both their historical
context and modern understanding. This flexibility enables the
discovery of new interpretations or previously ignored
nuances.

Preservation of Vedic Texts with Al

Beyond translation, Al is critical to the preservation of old

manuscripts. The digitization of Vedic writings preserves their
survival, preventing knowledge loss as actual manuscripts degrade
over time. Furthermore, Al-powered models are utilized to clean and
restore damaged texts, improving legibility and accessibility for both
researchers and the general public.

1.

Optical Character Recognition (OCR): Al-powered OCR
systems have been developed to read and digitize ancient
Sanskrit manuscripts, which were often written on palm leaves
or parchment. These programs can identify Sanskrit characters
in Devanagari or other historical scripts and convert them to
machine-readable formats for analysis and translation.

Restoration of Damaged Manuscripts: Researchers can use
Al-powered image processing techniques to recover partially
damaged manuscripts, filling in missing or faded areas. Al
algorithms can produce plausible reconstructions of missing
text based on existing patterns in the book.

Preserving Oral Traditions: Before being transcribed, the
Vedas were usually transmitted orally. Artificial intelligence
can help preserve oral traditions by studying chanting patterns
and prosodic features in Vedic recitations. Speech-to-text
conversion tools can also be used to transcribe oral recitations
for linguistic and historical study.
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Example 4: Traditional vs. Al-Driven Translation of a Samaveda

Hymn

Let’s consider a verse from the Samaveda for comparison between

traditional and Al-driven translations:

Traditional Translation of Samaveda
1.1.1

AI-Driven
Translation:

“Agni, the priest, the invoker, the bearer
of oblations, seated in the sacrifice, the
fire that leads to the gods.”

“Agni, the divine priest,
who calls forth and brings
offerings, positioned in the

ritual fire, guiding the
sacred act towards the
gods.”

Analysis of the Traditional Translation

Analysis of the AI-Driven
Translation

The traditional translation is correct, albeit
basic and literal. It conveys the key
elements—Agni as priest, the invocation,
and the sacrificial fire—but does not delve
beyond the verse's contextual depth. The
phrase "bearer of oblations" can refer to
both the literal fire that consumes offerings
and Agni's metaphorical role as a conduit
between humans and gods.

The
provides a
sophisticated view. The Al
captures  the ritualistic
motion rather than merely a
description by

"the bearer of

Al-driven translation
more

static

rendering
oblations" as "bringing
offerings". Furthermore, the
line "guiding the sacred act
the gods" adds
meaning to the traditional
translation, implying that
Agni actively the
ritual process, connecting it

towards

leads

with the divine, rather than
simply sitting in the fire.
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Advantages of Al in Translation

1. Contextual Awareness: Al translations take into account the
broader semantic area in which a word or phrase appears,
providing more accurate interpretations. For example, in the
Al-powered translation above, Agni is given more autonomy
and purpose than in the traditional form.

2. Consistency Across Texts: Al techniques can provide
consistent translations across enormous amounts of text.
Whereas a human translator may introduce variations owing to
weariness or prejudice, Al models maintain a consistent level
of precision over the whole corpus.

3. Exploration of Alternative Meanings: By giving several
potential translations based on various interpretive
frameworks, Al enables the investigation of alternate
meanings. It can, for example, provide multiple interpretations
of a single phrase in a Vedic poem according to whether the
verse is studied from a ritualistic, philosophical, or
mythological standpoint.

Finally, AI provides a radical approach to Vedic translation and
preservation. Al can deliver contextually rich translations that capture
Sanskrit's multiple meanings, while also ensuring the digitalization
and restoration of historic manuscripts for future generations. This not
only protects the Vedas' textual integrity, but also broadens our
comprehension of them by shedding new light on their spiritual,
linguistic, and philosophical content.

6. Ethical and Philosophical Applications

The Vedas, as ancient stores of knowledge, provide eternal insight on
ethics, philosophy, and human nature. As Al technology provides new
insights into old writings, there is the possibility for modern
relevance, particularly in areas such as ethics, sustainability,
nonviolence, and duty (Dharma). By using Al to uncover fresh
interpretations, we can investigate how Vedic concepts can contribute
to current discussions about morality and global issues.
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Al-Generated Insights for Ethical Guidance

The Vedas are rich in ethical precepts, particularly on the principles
of Dharma (obligation), Ahimsa (nonviolence), and Rta (cosmic
order). Al's capacity to spot patterns and provide alternate
interpretations of these notions enables us to adapt old ethical
frameworks to contemporary quandaries.

1.

Sustainability and Environmental Ethics : The Vedas
highlight the interconnection of all life and encourage
reverence for nature. For example, hymns in the Atharvaveda
express veneration for the land and natural components,
reflecting a long-standing environmental ethic. Modern
researchers might identify teachings that are relevant to
present concerns about climate change, sustainability, and
ecological balance by studying these hymns using Al
technologies such as sentiment analysis and pattern
recognition.

o  Example: Al techniques may uncover the underlying
tones of awe and obligation for the world by analyzing a
poem from Atharvaveda 12.1.1, a hymn to the Earth
(Prithvi Sukta), providing a conceptual underpinning for
modern environmental ethics. Al sentiment analysis of
such verses can help us better grasp the emotional and
ethical overtones that encourage environmental
stewardship.

Non-Violence (Ahimsa) : The Vedas emphasized the
principle of Ahimsa, which was later built upon by Jainism
and Buddhism. Al may evaluate texts to reveal several
perspectives on nonviolence, ranging from the sacredness of
life to the value of compassion in personal behavior and
society government.

By analyzing many Vedic hymns, Al can show how the
concept of Ahimsa evolved over time. For example, songs in
the Rigveda celebrate soldiers, yet later writings emphasize
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the ethical moderation of violence. Al can analyze these tone
shifts to enrich contemporary perceptions of nonviolence in
conflict resolution and peaceful cohabitation.

Duty (Dharma) : The Vedas provide the foundation for the
notion of Dharma, which includes ethical behavior,
responsibility, and duty to oneself, community, and the
universe. Al can evaluate hymns on Dharma in many contexts
to uncover recurring themes about the nature of duty and
moral behavior.

Al applications in this field can provide ethical insights for
modern professions, governance, and personal behavior. For
example, using Al to interpret the Yajurveda's teachings on
sacrifice and duty could help guide modern conversations
about business ethics or personal responsibility in leadership.

Philosophical Perspectives from Vedic Insights

Al can assist reveal the intellectual profundity of the Vedas,

contributing to contemporary discussions on life, purpose, and the
human predicament. The ability of Al to recognize patterns, classify
attitudes, and compare interpretations across texts, in particular,
provides a means of reconciling ancient Vedic philosophy with
modern philosophical investigation.

1.

Existential Reflections : The Vedas contain profound insights
into the nature of existence, consciousness, and the universe.
Al can use semantic analysis to parse these verses for
existential themes, revealing new light on ancient
metaphysical concerns. For example, Al may analyze several
readings of the Nasadiya Sukta (Rigveda 10.129), which
ponders the beginnings of the world, and how its agnosticism
corresponds to present existential philosophy.

Human Purpose and Dharma :The idea of Dharma as a
guiding factor in human life is important to Vedic thought. Al
models can help analyze Vedic texts to better understand the
nature of human purpose and our place in the universe. By
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identifying patterns in Vedic notions of obligation, cosmic
order, and righteous behavior, Al can add to contemporary
discussions about meaningful living and ethical responsibility.

3. Sustainability and Balance (Rta) : The concept of Rta, the
cosmic order that regulates all natural and moral law, is
directly related to current concerns about sustainability and
global balance. Al's capacity to detect themes of balance and
order in Vedic literature may yield insights relevant to
sustainable development methods, ethical policymaking, and
global governance frameworks.

Modern Ethical Dilemmas and the Vedas

By incorporating Al-powered insights into the Vedas, we may
apply ancient ethical precepts to modern issues. Whether dealing with
challenges such as climate change, economic inequality, or personal
responsibility in the digital era, Vedic philosophy—aided by Al
interpretation—provides timeless insight that is still applicable.

The Vedas provide fundamental ideas of balance and
accountability for the ethical use of Al. Through Al-driven analysis,
we can delve deeper into how Dharma and Rta may lead ethical Al
research and deployment, ensuring that Al technologies are employed
for the greater good rather than the detriment of society.

In conclusion, fresh interpretations of ageless wisdom are
made possible by the application of AI to unearth ethical and
philosophical insights from the Vedas. Al provides a link between
ancient philosophy and contemporary application by examining how
these ancient writings relate to contemporary issues of sustainability,
non-violence, and ethical responsibility.

7. Challenges and Future Directions

Even while AI offers fascinating opportunities for studying
and interpreting the Vedic texts, there are still many obstacles to
overcome and much room for advancement. In order to fully exploit
Al's promise in Vedic studies, these difficulties include linguistic
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sensitivities, technical limitations, and the requirement for further
interdisciplinary collaboration.

Linguistic Sensitivities

In addition to being collections of old writings, the Vedas are
also steeped in a long history of oral tradition, spiritual significance,
and cultural background. These intangible components are essential to
the true interpretation of the Vedas, and Al's incapacity to properly
capture them is one of its major drawbacks.

1. Loss of Cultural and Spiritual Nuance : Al models
sometimes overlook the deeper spiritual aspects present in
Vedic hymns since they mainly focus on statistical and
grammatical patterns in text. These texts' philosophical and
metaphysical ideas are closely related to ritual practice and
cultural background, which Al in its current iteration finds
difficult to take into account.

o For example, An Al model, for instance, can translate
a Rigvedic stanza into a contemporary language, but it
might not fully capture the hymn's spiritual meaning in
relation to ritual worship or meditation techniques.
Such elements necessitate a comprehension that
involves more contextual and experiential knowledge
in addition to linguistic meaning.

2. Interpretive Flexibility : Depending on the philosophical
school, time period, and local custom, the Vedas have been
interpreted in a variety of ways throughout history.
Standardized interpretations, which Al tends to favor, may not
adequately capture this diversity of viewpoints. For example,
it can be difficult for Al to identify and include metaphysical
theory in the Upanishads, which recontextualize older Vedic
works.
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Technical Challenges

The successful application of Al in Vedic studies is hampered
by a number of technical issues in addition to language
sensitivity. The specialized character of Sanskrit and the
scarcity of annotated datasets required for AI model training
are the main causes of these difficulties.

1. Low-Resource Language Processing : When it comes to
Natural Language Processing (NLP), Sanskrit, the main
language of the Vedas, is a low-resource language. Sanskrit
does not have the large-scale, annotated datasets that Al
models need for precise training, in contrast to contemporary
languages with vast digital corpora. This restriction makes it
more difficult for AI to efficiently complete tasks like
sentiment categorization, semantic analysis, and contextual
translation.

o It is difficult to fine-tune existing models, such as
Transformer-based architectures (e.g., GPT, BERT), for
complicated, ancient languages like Sanskrit because
they were mostly trained on current languages. The
syntactic flexibility of Sanskrit, where word order can
change without changing meaning, makes proper parsing
more difficult for Al technologies.

2. Limited Datasets : Another major obstacle is the dearth of
digitally annotated Vedic manuscripts. Although there are
attempts to digitize old manuscripts, the process is sluggish
and the digitized text's quality frequently varies. Additionally,
it can be challenging to create clean datasets for Al training
due to missing texts, scribal inconsistencies, and manuscript
errors. Al models might generate inconsistent or erroneous
findings in the absence of high-quality corpora.

3. Difficulty in Training AI Models : It takes specific
knowledge of Sanskrit linguistics, Vedic literature, and Al
technologies to train Al models for Vedic language
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processing. New models must be trained virtually from scratch
because there aren't any pre-existing frameworks for the Al
study of Sanskrit, which necessitates significant computer
resources and scholarly input. The symbolic and abstract
nature of Vedic writings, which call for a more profound
contextual understanding, may also be beyond the scope of
current models.

Future Research Directions

Notwithstanding these obstacles, there is a lot of promise at

the nexus of Vedic studies and Al. Going forward, a few crucial
research and development areas can aid in overcoming present
constraints and open the door to more reliable Al applications in this

field.
1.

Development of Specialized NLP Models for Sanskrit:
The development of NLP models especially suited to the
Sanskrit language is one of the most urgent need. To better
grasp the subtleties of Sanskrit grammar, such as tokenization,
lemmatization, and semantic parsing, it could be necessary to
refine current models. Additionally, by utilizing expertise
from similar languages like Pali or Prakrit, novel techniques
like zero-shot learning or transfer learning may be able to help
overcome the paucity of annotated data.

Expansion of Annotated Vedic Corpora : The digitalization
and annotation of Vedic texts is another crucial area of
progress. The development of high-quality, annotated datasets
that include contextual annotations, interpretive layers, and
cultural notes in addition to the textual content requires
cooperation between academics and Al experts. Al will be
able to generate interpretations that are more precise and
contextually aware as a result.

Interdisciplinary Collaboration : Continued cooperation
between linguists, philosophers, Vedic scholars, and Al
specialists is required to fully realize the promise of Al in
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Vedic studies. In order to prevent the loss of context and
spiritual significance, an interdisciplinary approach will
guarantee that Al-driven findings are informed by academic
traditions. Future research can yield more comprehensive and
nuanced readings of the Vedas by fusing the -cultural
understanding of Sanskrit scholars with the technical know-
how of Al specialists.

4. Ethical Al in Vedic Studies : Discussions about the moral
application of Al in philosophical and theological writings are
also necessary as the technology develops. The sacredness and
cultural significance of the Vedas should be respected when
using Al-driven interpretations; oversimplification or
misrepresentation should be avoided. This creates new ethical
opportunities for Al, especially when it comes to handling
religious texts and cultural artifacts.

8. Conclusion

In conclusion, the study of the Vedas has an exciting new
frontier thanks to artificial intelligence, which provides sophisticated
tools for interpretation, analysis, and translation. Researchers can
decipher the intricacies of Sanskrit, reveal hidden patterns, and
provide alternate perspectives on ancient writings by utilizing
technology such as Natural Language Processing and Machine
Learning. Semantic and sentiment analysis can provide a more
nuanced understanding of particular hymns and verses, while Al-
driven translations have the potential to make the wisdom of the
Vedas more accessible to a worldwide audience.

Al has enormous potential to close the gap between traditional
knowledge and contemporary applications. Al technologies can
contribute to a greater understanding of Vedic philosophy and
spiritual knowledge as they develop and advance, guaranteeing that
this ageless knowledge is retained and comprehended for future
generations. Not only is the integration of Al with Vedic studies a
technological undertaking, but it also presents a cultural and ethical
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chance to reinterpret ancient wisdom in a way that is relevant to the
modern world.
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Vanaprastha Ashrama and Woman in
Vedas and Later

-Prof. Shashi Tiwari*

According to the Vedas and the ancient scriptures, the life span of
a human being should be of hundred years or more than that. Vedic seers
pray-

- Jivem Shardah shatam bhuyashca shardah shatat.

‘We live a life of hundred years. We live a life of more than
hundred years’.

The life span of hundred years is divided into four parts .These
are called ‘Ashrama’, as society is divided into four Varnas. This system
jointly is called Varnashrama-vyavastha. People may be of any Varna
according to their abilities and profession,but generally all will live and
pass through the four phases (ashramas) of life.

The word Ashrama means shelter, implying that the person takes
shelter successively in each of the four stages during his life’s journey.The
term Ashrama means simply ‘to live up fully’.

The student, family person, partly renounced person, and fully
renounced person are called brahmachari, grhastha, vanaprasthi and-
samnydasirespectively. Accordingly Ashramas are named as -
Brahmacharya ashrama, grhastha ashrama, Vanaprastha ashrama and
Samnydsa ashrama. This is an age-long system developed by the Vedic
Seers after a deep thought and practice. It is the root of Indian culture
and Hindu thought.

1. Purpose of Ashrama-System

This system has been able to help one receive ones goal of life.The
overall movement from ashrama to ashrama facilitates the merging of

*  President, WAVES, New Delhi
Former Prof. of Sanskrit, Maitreyi College, University of Delhi &
General Secretary, WAVES, India
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the jivatma (soul) with the paramatma (God), which is the purpose of
human life.A social harmony is also generated by this system among all
age groups because these are related toeach other. Among them most
responsible isconsidered Grhastha ashrama because other three depend
onit for their proper existence.

2. Division of Ashramas

1. Brahmacharya Ashrama (first 25 years), Student life (observing
celibacy)

2. Grhastha Ashrama (25 to 50 years), Home and family offers
(married life)

3. Vanaprastha Ashrama (50 to 75 years), Scriptural studies and
meditation

4. Samnyasa Ashrama (75 to100 years), Enhancement of
consciousness based life

3. Nature of Ashramas

1. The children of the three varnas, the Brahmins, the Kshatriyas,
and the Vaisyas, when they have finished their eighth year go through a
ceremony known as the Upanayana (sacred thread); after which they
enter the house of the Guru, who takes charge for imparting knowledge.
This first stage of life is called the Brahmacharya, or disciple-ship.

2. The disciple, after going through a period of initiation until he
is twenty-five, comes back home to marry and settle as a householder.
This is the second stage of his life, and he is called the Grhastha, or
householder. In this d@shrama, man generally lives with his wife and
children. Dampati is responsible for bringing up children as their parents
did with performing prescribed religious duties 1.

3. It is assumed that at the age about 50 after completing one’s
household activities, one should become a ‘vanaprasthi’ leaving home
should go to live in a forest (vana).

4. The final stage is Samnyasa or renunciation. The person
nowleaves society fully and spends the remaining part of life in meditation
and the contemplationin solitude. During this stage he is no longer bound
by social laws.
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4.Vanaprastha - Introduction

‘Vana’ literally means jungle, but its etymological meaning is
‘Bliss’. Bliss is a name of Brahman too. Thus it indicates the departure
from material possessions, and turning towards spiritual bliss. In the
starting stage of this phase, the person lives with the family, in society,
but in a withdrawn manner. The man no longer takes part in the
commercial activities and the woman leaves the running of the household
to her daughter-in-law. People in this ashrama can play the role of
advisers. The social activities become religious in nature. It can be said
that the person is in this world but not of this world. The process of
detachment from possessions, desires and relations begins in this stage.

It is said that he should now free himself from all family ties, except
that his wife may accompany him, if she chooses - although maintaining
total celibacy, and retire to a lonely forest, taking with him only his sacred
fires and the implements required for the daily worship. His time must
be spent in reading the treatises of the Veda, and in performing Vedic
sacrifices.

In Rgveda (10.4) vanaprasthit is asked to leave home for staying
in the forest but could carry material required for sacred sacrifices. The
verse indicates thatnow he should indulge into the activities for the welfare
of youth, society, andnation through education, preaching and traveling
because he has experience and time.

The Vedic texts Aranyakas are related with the sacrifices to be
performed in Aranya meaning ‘jungle’. These texts have main theme of
Pranavidya, a superior form of Yogavidya. It means that while performing
sacrifices or worship he will practice meditation too.

5. Vanaprastha and Women

Let us discuss the statue of woman in Vanaprastha Ashrama.
Bhishma said to Yudhishthira in the Shatiparvan of the Mahabharata
that, @ first carefully performed all the duties of the mode called Grhastha,
proceed, with or without his wife, to the woods for adoption of the mode
called Vanaprastha’. It points out that a man can go into this phase with
or without wife.

The Manusmrtisays on this issue:
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"One should proceed to forest leaving behind his village and all

belongings. He can put responsibility of his house and children on his
wife, or can go with her." A Rgvedic hymn (10.146) gives account of
conversation between a husband and his wife. Husband who is leaving
home for Vanaprastha says about the hard life during stay at woods, but
wife insists to accompany him in this third phase of life.

In this context two references from ancient texts may be given. In
first reference, wife is not accompanying her husband; bur keeps herself
fully busy with spiritual pursuits. The story of ‘Rishi Yajyavalkya and
Maitreyi’ comes is Brhadaranyaka Upanishad. When Rishi decides to
leave his house for going to vana for austerity and wishes to divide his
wealth among his two wives Maitreyi and Katyayani; Katyayani agrees
to accept physical wealth but Maitreyi insists that she should be bestowed
with immortal wealth so that she can lead a pious life afterword. Not
any of the wives insisted to go along with Rishi Yajyavalkya.

The second reference is found in Abhijnanashakuntalam of poet
Kalidasa. At the time of departure to husband’s home after marriage,
when Shakuntala asks his father Rishi Kanva - when she will be back
to this place’, he replies, ‘when you will fulfill all your duties of household
and will give responsibilities of your home and your kingdom to your
grown-up son Bharta, then you may come to this place (7Tapovan) with
her husband Dushyanta.” This is about the vanaprastha of married
women who grew old.

Now the question is what is prescribed about the vanaprasha of
unmarried old women? Is there any reference which provides its answer?
Here three references from three texts could be given which indicate three
different situations.

1. In the Rgveda, unmarried maidens are called Amdjur. This
epithet used three times (2.17.7; 8.21.15; 10.39.3) denotes a maiden who
grew old at home, without finding husband. She is called Pitr-sad who
sits with her father or parents for their care (1.117.7). It means she can
serve family or society in old age.

2. In Ramayana, we find mention ofShabari who is perhaps an
old lady and is living all alone in the forest with the determination to
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meet Shri Rama one day. Thus the goal of her vanaprastha is devotion
to Supreme. It means old lady may lead a life of devotion or spirituality
independently.

3. The third example is Gautami of Abhijnanashakuntalam. She
is living in Gurukul of Kanva Rishi for helping him in the activities of
Tapovan and for looking after the girl disciples such as Anasiya,
Priyamvada and Shakuntala. She is called ‘Tapasi’ there. It hints that
old educated lady may serve society and herself through education and
Tapas.

6. Conclusion

In the Mahabharata, Vydsa stated about the relevance of Ashramas,
‘these four modes of life according to the ordinances have been laid down
to understand Brahman (Supreme Reality) gradually. The four modes of
life constitute a ladder to ride upward to Brahman.” The role of
vanaprastha is thus very important for reaching the region of Brahman.

In the case of old woman, its format varies as seen in five examples,
but detachment from family and desire are always the key factors in all
circumstances. Inclination for spiritual pursuit and service to society are
must in her Vanprasha. We find the concept of Bhikshuni who lead a
renounced life in Matha in the Buddhism.We find mention of widows
or old ladies moving to Vrindavan, Haridwar or any other holy Tirtha
for rest of her life in Hindu culture.

Now it is desirable to discuss vanaprastha in the present context.
No one can go to Vana or forest today. But they can make their home
as a hermitage - a house with simple belongings. They can make their
retired life full of social, religious or spiritual activities. At least knowing
the concept and utility of vanprashta tradition will bring changes in their
life. Therefore, such deliberations are relevant today. After all, bliss and
happiness is desired by everyone at every phase of life.

+44
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Abstract :

The fundamental tenet of India’s voluminous cultural heritage is
Vedic learning. No one can be deemed learned if they are unable to
protect and expand their cultural heritage. This study examines the value
of academic vedic values in the current educational system. The goal of
this study is to uphold discipline in the current educational systems and
foster goodwill between teachers and students. This study will persuade
the current generation that we must accept the values of vedic education
if we are to attain the lofty ideal of total command of the senses, in order
to construct the ideals of truth, the ideal of the free born, the ideal of
justice, and the ideals of peace and unity. In fact, there are numerous
ways that studying and applying Vedic knowledge can be useful to us.
During Vedic period (Before 600 B.C) the patterns of education is own
and it’s a contribute in not only for India but also for world is in the field
of education. During that period Vedas was main source of Indian
philosophy of life therefore the ancient Indian education emerged from
Vedas. Veda means knowledge. Here, according to researcher Veda
means (various type of education during ancient India). That periods
education was decided into two type of knowledge worldly and other
worldly. The main objective of Vedic education was the development of
physical, moral and intellectual powers of main and to achieve salvation
much emphasis was laid on attention, concentration and Yoga. Education
was free of cost and the students led an exemplary life in Vedic system
of education.

Keywords : Vedic Education system, Current Education System,
Perspective
Introduction

The constant goal of vedic education was moral upbringing. In
addition to educating people, schools also had a responsibility to develop
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their cultural competence. But I believe moral education has lost ground
as a result of industrialization. We acknowledge that rapid scientific and
technical advancements are a reality in our time and that they affect
various social groupings differently both within and between societies.
We have lost sight of reality’s values in our pursuit of material life. The
Vedic educational principles served as a model for educational systems
around the globe. Due to the toxic climate in today’s classrooms brought
on by indiscipline, dealing with kids and teaching moral values has
become a major challenge. The present group of students lacks any
feeling of order

In other words, the ancient system of education was passed on the
Vedas and therefore it was given the name of Vedic Educational System.
Vedas occupy a very important place in the Indian Life. The basis of
Indian culture lies in the Vedas which are four in number Rig-Veda,
Samveda, Yajurveda, and Athareveda. Some scholars have subdivided
Vedic Education period in Rigveda period, Brahmin Period, Upanishada
period, Sutra (Hymn) period, Smriti period etc but all these period, due
to predominance of the Vedas, there was no change in the aims and
ideals of education. That is why, the education of these periods, is studied
under Vedic period.

The education system of Vedic period has unique characteristics
and qualities which were not found is the ancient education system of
any other country of the world. Accordingly to Dr. F.E. Key To achieve
their aim not only did Brahmans develop a system of education which,
survived even in the events of the crumbling of empires and the changes
of society, but they, also through all those thousands of years, kept a glow
of torch of higher learning. In the words of Dr. P.N. Prabhu 6Education
in ancient India was free from any external control like that of the state
and government or any party politics. It was the kings duties to see that
learned Pundits, pursued their studies and performed their duty of
imparting knowledge without interference from any source what so ever.

System of Education:

In a gurukul, the relationship between student and guru is
considered like a family. There are three main pillars of a Gurukul in
which the first is the Guru, the second is the disciple and the third is the
ashram. During this system children have to go to Guru’s house and
request him to teach him. If during that time Guru accepts the student
then only then he is given Shiksha. During this shiksha work the guru’s
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job is to keep the disciples, teach them and guide them in their research.

The work of the disciple is to help the Guru in his work and learn
new things from the Guru’s conduct. The beginning of education was
marked by the ‘ Upanayana’ a ceremony which was generally performed
at a prescribed age level. The age limit was decided from caste to caste.
It was eight-year for Brahmins, eleventh year for Kshatriyas and twelfth
year for Vaishyas. The studentship lasted usually for twelve years. Brahma
Muhurta during Shiksha includes waking up, bathing, Surya Namaskar,
sitting in classic, begging for alms etc. This is a creative structure of
gurukuls. And during all this work various types of physical, mental,
intellectual development are seen in the child and finally holistic
development is seen in the student

Syllabus

During the Vedic period, children were taught about 18 to 20
subjects. It included mathematics, language, astronomy, medicine,
astrology, war, economics, etc. Mainly all these subjects were taught from
the four Vedas. Each Veda is believed to have branched out as an example
is given below.

Rigveda : Ayurveda comes from Rigveda. From which the
development of treatment method has been seen. And during the Vedic
times different books were used to teach the system of medicine. Such
as, including Sanskrit Samhita, Charaka Samhita, Bella Samhita.

Yajurveda : Dhanurveda is derived from Yajurveda. From which
art of warfare and science have been developed. Shiva Dhanurveda and
VasishthaDhanurveda were also used to teach Dhanurveda.

Atharvaveda : Arthashastra book written by Chanakya was
mainly used to teach Atharvaveda. Through which children were taught
economics, civil, political science, architecture etc.

Samaveda : Music emerged from the Samaveda. Thus, during the
Vedic period, various types of diverse and useful knowledge in life were
given to children from these four Vedas.

Method of Instruction :

No particular method of instruction during vedic period was
adopted. only the instruction by the teacher was generally followed by
the student. Besides Manan, thinking, discussion, question-answer,
debate, and storytelling was adopted according to educational need. With
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help of the oral method student memorized the mantras (Vedic Hymns)
and Richayas (Vedic Vases). During Vedic times mantras and Richayas
were memorized in their original form by oral method and attention was
paid to their pronunciation and their meanings were explained to avoid
even the slightest mistake. Through thinking, children try to understand
the meaning of mantras and Richayas. Through meditation he used to
store mantras and Richayas in his mind. So, more attention was given to
both thinking and mind. During Vedic education the child was given
education keeping in mind the mental power of the child. Their main
Objective to development of a physical moral and intellectual power of
students.

Teacher - Pupil Relations :

There existed small schools run by the teacher himself. The pupils
were residing in the house of the Gurus. The moral fitness and
unimpeachable conduct of the pupils were main criteria for admission
in the domestic schools of the Gurus. Their mode of living was strictly
guided by the prescribed disciplinary rules. The teacher was accepting
very limited number of students. The students were very polite and
submissive in their behaviour and held in high esteem. To obey the
teacher was their duty the teach had also tremendous sympathy and love
for the students. The chief aim of the teacher was all round development
of the personality of the students. The teacher was also commanding
great respect in the society. He was honoured and respect at all places.
Starting from the kings and emperors to the most primitive tribes in the
hills, all were paying great tribute to the teacher. Therefore, in the past
the teacher-taught relationship was very cordial and intimate. The teacher
was regarded as the main source of inspiration for the student. He was
a model before the students. He was the symbol of purity. The teacher
was also under obligation to fulfill his duty towards the pupil. Not only
he loved the pupils as his own children but also he was giving full
attention on the teaching. The teachers were discharging their duties and
responsibilities exclusively with selfless and single-minded devotion.

Current Era Approach toAncient Vedic Education :

Moral Education: How to handle various forms of behavioural
issues among students has grown to be a major concern for established
institutions. In actuality, institutions lack a thorough understanding of how
and when to teach pupils moral principles. Man is a social species, thus
he must learn to behave in a variety of social ways, including showing
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respect for women, the elderly, and teachers. A distinct department for
moral education should be present in the established institutions. Vedic
education placed a strong emphasis on spiritual development and was
fully moral values-based. If we’re serious about creating a better society,
then moral instruction should use religious people as its main tool to alter
pupils’ character

Discipline :

The current generation has adopted the reverse, an easy existence
and low living standards, from the Vedic students who have always
adhered to the idea of simple living and lofty thought. The Vedic student
regards his father as his teacher. During the Vedic era, there existed a
very good kind of mutual understanding between teacher and pupil. The
Vedic era teacher and student had friendly relationships and a strong
sense of discipline that is well known throughout the globe. Discipline
issues have led to the current poisonous atmosphere in academia. The
sense of discipline can be generated if teacher-student connections are
made to resemble the ideal teacher-student relationship.

Curriculum :

Access to vedic education must be established. In the Vedic era,
training had a dual focus on character development and knowledge
acquisition. The participant has been given provisions for their eternal
happiness in the other world, not for their enjoyment in this life. The
educational system in place today is completely different. The main
purpose of today’s education is to prepare students for the future. Training
helps a man become more selfless and confident in himself (Rigveda).

Life of Students :

In the Vedic era, students were expected to live a modest life. The
way of life of today’s youth has entirely changed; they like to live lives
filled with fashion and demonstrations. The ideas of Easy Living and
High Thought have been abandoned, and we have adopted their
antithesis, High Life and Clarity of Thought. The equilibrium of life as
a whole is upset. to improve their lives and make them happy. It is
important to appreciate the worth of the traditional way of life.

Education for sufficiency :

According to the Upanishada, education is the means to salvation.
Traditional education in India is not just a means of subsisting; it is also
not just a nursery of ideas or a school for citizenship. It is induction into
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human souls in the search for truth and in the practise of religion. The
self-sufficiency education principle was accepted by the older schools.
The emphasis of current education is on students’ readiness to get ready
for their future. Modern subjects have been incorporated into the
curriculum in an effort to vocationalize education, but more work still
has to be done in this area to reach the intended outcome.

Conclusion :

The Main purpose of the Vedic education system is that to create
all the beauty and excellence we are capable of in the body and soul.
But the current situation is different; we have lost almost everything that
generations have inherited from us. The discipline, the pleasant
relationship between student and teacher, the personal, moral values
established in education during the vedic period were completely lost.
Sure, we can’t follow all aspects of vedic education, but there are some
principles that are relevant in the modern system of education. We need
to understand our duties and responsibilities, and we must all contribute
to society in some way. All such things are possible only if they obey
the ideals of vedic education. The Vedic education system is aimed at
melding young pupils into individuals capable of living a full and
complete life on the basis of Dharma values. In that system, the educated
were people who not only had expertise but also character. Vedic
students, namely son, wife, teachers and visitors, are taught to respect
their elders. The basic purpose of ancient learning was to instil in the
minds the spirit of the people to be holy and religious for the glory of
God and the good of man. Knowledge exploration was a fulfilment of
religious values. The student had to comply with strict regulations.
Teaching was necessary, but even more important than teaching was
discipline-discipline inculcated by strict adherence to the laws and
regulations of student life, discipline rooted in morality and religion A
student was required to give up desire, rage, covetousness, pride, conceit
and happiness.

The student’s entire life cycle is disrupted. To make his life safe
and smooth, he should be made to realize the importance of Vedic
education that is totally moral education, and I believe that moral
education is necessary for every individual’s success. Real learning will
strive to express a humanistic mentality and service spirit. The Vedas
censor the self-cantered man whose successes are solely aimed at an
egoistic end. Training must allow a person in conscious social
participation to transcend his individuality. Rather than being jealous of
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one another, questioning and dragging each other down, true learning
must allow a person to develop the ability to collaborate, live and work
as a team. The Vedas encourage people to unite, dream together, and
work together to achieve a common goal on a common platform.
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Abstract:

This paper explores the convergence of Vedic and Western
philosophical perspectives, utilizing the popular Gujarati folk song "Goti
Lo" and John Lennon’s "Imagine" as illustrative examples. Through a
meticulous examination of the lyrical content, thematic elements, and
underlying philosophical principles of these songs, the study seeks to
reveal profound insights that go beyond cultural boundaries. "Goti Lo,"
deeply rooted in the Vedic tradition, and "Imagine," born out of Western
modern thought, both capture fundamental human concerns such as unity,
peace, and the search for meaning. This investigation highlights how these
songs, regardless of their diverse cultural origins, express a common
vision of a peaceful and enlightened world. Through a comparative
analysis, this study showcases how the philosophical ideas expressed in
these songs have a universal appeal, emphasizing the enduring and
transcendent nature of human wisdom. In this paper, the focus is on the
impact of music as a means of philosophical expression and its ability to
bring people together across different cultures, promoting a shared desire
for worldwide peace and harmony.
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Universal Wisdom : Vedic and Western Philosophical
Perspectives in *Goti Lo’ and ’Imagine’

Introduction:

Music, being a universal language, often transcends socioeconomic
and historical boundaries to convey profound philosophical ideas. "Goti
Lo" by Aditya Gadhvi, featuring lyrics by Saumya Joshi, and "Imagine"
by John Lennon are two songs that, despite their distinct cultural origins,
both explore deep human dilemmas and aspirations. The objective of this
research is to analyze and contrast the two songs, with a particular
emphasis on their philosophical concepts and the backgrounds of their
composers and singers.

"Goti Lo," included in the Coke Studio album during the early
2020s, integrates several aspects from the Vedic and Upanishadic
traditions of India. It highlights themes related to spiritual contentment
and the quest for inner serenity. The song embodies India’s rich cultural
and philosophical heritage, emphasizing the journey of self-discovery and
the realization of one’s true essence. Saumya Joshi, a renowned Gujarati
poet, dramatist, and lyricist, eloquently expresses these timeless values
via his writings. Aditya Gadhvi, a renowned vocalist celebrated for his
significant contributions to Gujarati music, brings these words to life via
his sincere and passionate delivery, thereby making profound
philosophical ideas understandable and relevant. Gadhvi’s musical
foundation is deeply grounded in the traditional music of India, which
places great importance on spiritual and cultural expression. This, in turn,
strengthens the song’s relationship to India’s profound intellectual legacy.

On the other hand, the song "Imagine" by John Lennon, which
was published in 1971, is a product of the socio-political climate of the
1960s and 1970s. This era was marked by countercultural movements
that advocated for peace, love, and social equality. Lennon, a prominent
member of the iconic band The Beatles and a significant player in the
music industry, composed lyrics that present an idealistic depiction of a
society free from limitations, religious conflicts, and material goods. This
utopia is defined by harmony, peace, and agreement. Lennon’s prominent
role in the global music business and his unwavering commitment to
advocating for peace have led to his influence extending well beyond
his musical achievements. His famous status as a musician amid a period
of major cultural and political turmoil influenced his philosophical
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perspective, resulting in "Imagine" being a widely acknowledged anthem
for the idea of global togetherness and brotherhood.

Through the application of several Eastern and Western
philosophical perspectives, we may examine how the lyrics of these songs
embody a range of philosophical traditions, highlighting concepts such
as harmony, solidarity, minimalism, and the quest for profound
significance. This comparison will emphasize both the widespread appeal
and distinct cultural manifestations reflected in these two exceptional
musical compositions.

Review of Related Literature :

The Upanishadic teaching of "Tat Tvam Asi"” (Thou Art That)
highlights the interconnectedness of the individual soul (Atman) with the
universal essence (Brahman). This is evident in "Goti Lo," which
promotes the exploration of profound spiritual truths (Sharma,
2002).According to Riley (2011), John Lennon’s "Imagine" promotes a
vision of global unity and brotherhood, which resonates with Western
humanistic philosophies."Imagine" promotes a vision of a harmonious
world free from the limitations of religion and materialism, aligning with
Western existential philosophies (Lennon, 1971). Nietzsche’s examination
of self-identity in "Beyond Good and Evil" revolves around personal
freedom and existential angst. The book emphasizes the importance of
individual authenticity and self-overcoming (Nietzsche, 1886)

Research Gap:

Although numerous studies have delved into the exploration of
Vedic and Western philosophical themes, there remains a notable absence
of a comprehensive analysis that compares how these philosophies are
depicted in modern cultural forms such as music. Specifically, there is a
lack of knowledge regarding how these philosophical ideas connect with
people around the world through songs such as "Goti Lo" and "Imagine."
Additional investigation is necessary to delve into the connection between
these themes and global concerns like identity, purpose, and ethics. In
addition, it would be valuable to conduct further studies exploring how
these songs influence individuals’ philosophical beliefs and behaviors in
various cultural settings.
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Methodology:

The present research applies a qualitative comparative analysis to
examine the lyrics of both songs. The philosophical topics and their
cultural ramifications may be found by closely analyzing each line. This
approach enables a thorough examination of the parallels and
discrepancies between the philosophical stances put out in "Goti Lo" and
"Imagine."

Lyrical Insights: Comparing ‘Goti Lo’ and ‘Imagine’
"Goti Lo'" by Aditya Gadhvi

1. Nathi je majhama / Khali vavatadhaja ma
Translation: One who isn’t pleased /with flags of vanity

Philosophical Theme : This line critiques superficial materialism
and suggests a deeper search for true fulfilment. It reflects the
Upanishadic emphasis on transcending material desires to find lasting
peace and happiness.

2. Evo had no pravasigotilo / Gotilo tame gotilogotilogotilo

Translation: O Find me such a zealous Seafarer (skeleton traveler)/
Find him, O Find him

Philosophical Theme:Theme: The "skeleton traveler" symbolizes
aquest for a profound spiritual bond beyond earthly existence. This aligns
with the Vedic teachings that highlight the importance of the soul’s
journey throughout this lifetime.

3. Kanthethijatujadariye / Dariye thijatujamadhdariye

Translation: Go, from the shore to the shallows / And from shallows
to the sea

Quest for Inner Identity : This line underscores the progression of
self-discovery and spiritual voyage. It illustrates the concept of progressing
from a rudimentary comprehension (the shore) to a more fundamental
awareness (the shallows) and, ultimately, to profound self-realization (the
sea). This metaphor is consistent with the Upanishadic concept of
spiritual evolution, which posits that one progresses through phases of
introspection and learning in order to achieve ultimate wisdom and
enlightenment. The perpetual pursuit of a more profound understanding
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and connection to the universal truth is symbolized by the journey from
the shore to the sea.

4. Vehva do vehva do vehva do jyanvahiye / Revadorevadoreva-
dojyanchhaiye

Translation : Let us flow, let us flow where we’re flowing / Let
us stay, stay where we are

Philosophy of contemplation: These lines promote the idea of
embracing the natural rthythm of life, aligning with the Vedic concept of
’Rita’ (cosmic order).

5. Evo konchhekhalasimanekaidone / Ena tham ne
thekanamanedaidone

Translation: Tell me who could be such a sailor man / Tell me his
name and address

Conceptual Framework : Reflecting the Upanishadic search for a
guru or enlightened being, this seeks an enlightened person who can
bravely and wisely traverse life.

6. Arre kharvokhalasitoheekehvay / ke je fanidhar nag
Jjevadariyanihameutre

Translation : A true seafarer is one / who can confront the ocean
like a hooded snake

Theme of Reflection: This line represents the inner fortitude and
determination required to confront the obstacles that arise in one’s journey,
a recurring motif in various spiritual practices.

7. Potana j dariyama / Potanijdubkithi
Translation: In the depth of your mind / Take a dive and find

Deep Reflection: This statement promotes the practice of
introspection and self-exploration to reveal hidden truths. The
Upanishadic tradition places great importance on inner spiritual journeys,
where individuals can discover true wisdom and enlightenment by
delving into their own thoughts and engaging in profound introspection
and meditation.



Universal Wisdom : Vedic and Western Philosophical Perspectives.. 187

8. Jatnuamulumeoti lo
Translation: The priceless pearl of your soul

Philosophy of Enlightenment: A central theme in many spiritual
philosophies is the ultimate goal of self-realization and spiritual
enlightenment. It represents a pursuit of understanding and personal
growth. This concept resonates with the profound teachings of the
Upanishads, specifically "Tat Tvam Asi" (avawf®) and "Aham
Brahmasmi" (sw=mnte).

""Imagine'' by John Lennon

1. Imagine there’s no heaven / It’s easy if you try

Philosophical Theme:Promotes a vision of a united world free of
religious differences while challenging metaphysical and theological
constructions.

These lyrics from John Lennon’s "Imagine" have people thinking
about what it means to be a believer and how religious ideas affect the
bond between people. The song promotes a feeling of world peace and
togetherness by asking listeners to imagine a future without heaven, one
in which spiritual and theological distinctions are non-existent. The goal
is to see beyond the conventional metaphysical barriers that frequently
separate mankind and to envision a society in which religious ideas do
not cause division among people. This philosophical position calls into
question long-held beliefs about the afterlife and heavenly regions and
advocates for an emphasis on the here and now and the shared human
experience.

2. No hell below us / Above us, only sky

Philosophical Theme: This philosophy opposes ideas that are
rooted on fear and instead promotes a peaceful and earthy way of life,
highlighting the significance of the present moment.

John Lennon’s words in these lines encourage listeners to envision
a society devoid of the notion of hell, a realm typically linked to terror
and retribution. By eliminating the concept of hell below and proposing
a realm of "only sky" above, the song rejects the fear-inducing ideas that
often prevail in religious teachings. Instead, it redirects attention to a
tranquil, terrestrial existence where the significance of the current moment
is of utmost importance. This viewpoint promotes a lifestyle focused on
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love, understanding, and shared human experiences, while eliminating
the fear of everlasting punishment and advocating for living in harmony
and peace. By dismissing the division between heaven and hell, Lennon’s
perspective transforms into a vision characterized by simplicity and
serenity, firmly rooted in the physical realm we dwell in.

3. Imagine all the people / Livin’ for today

Philosophical Theme: Promotes embracing the present moment and
deriving happiness from the current experience, akin to mindfulness
techniques.

The lyrics of "Imagine" promote a lifestyle that emphasizes the
importance of living in the present moment, aligning with the ideals of
mindfulness. Lennon advocates a concept of living in the present
moment, encouraging folks to prioritize the current time rather than
dwelling on past regrets or future worries. This approach is in line with
mindfulness practices, which prioritize the cultivation of awareness and
gratitude for the current moment. The concept promotes a communal
transition towards completely embracing and engaging with life in the
present moment, cultivating a feeling of tranquility and satisfaction. This
statement implies that genuine happiness and satisfaction may be
discovered in the present moments of everyday existence, rather than in
far-off ambitions or abstract assurances. Embracing a present-focused
mindset, individuals are encouraged to foster a profound bond with their
inner selves and the external environment, fostering a state of balanced
and blissful being.

4. Imagine there’s no countries / It isn’t hard to do

Philosophical Theme: Promotes international harmony and the
elimination of barriers between nations.

The lyrics of "Imagine" question the notion of national borders,
urging listeners to imagine a world without geopolitical barriers. Lennon’s
suggestion that it "isn’t hard to do" suggests that the elimination of these
obstacles is achievable, encouraging a change in mindset towards
worldwide harmony. The underlying concept here is cosmopolitanism,
which views the globe as a unified global community, beyond any sense
of nationalism. This vision advocates for the notion that mankind, when
not fragmented by artificial boundaries, has the potential to attain enhanced
harmony, collaboration, and tranquillity. The proposal advocates for the
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elimination of divisions that frequently result in disputes, prioritizing the
common human identity and overall welfare over regional loyalties. The
song encourages envisioning a world devoid of national boundaries, so
promoting unity and reciprocal esteem among individuals, cultivating a
feeling of being part of a single global community.

5. Nothing to kill or die for / And no religion, too

Philosophical Theme : Advocates for the eradication of ideological
disputes and religious differences in order to attain peace.

John Lennon envisions a future devoid of ideological battles and
religious differences, resulting in genuine peace. The song highlights the
negative consequences of fanaticism and strong ideas, which frequently
lead to murder and conflict, by envisioning a world where there is no
motivation to fight or die for anything. The line "and no religion, too"
enhances this concept by suggesting a future devoid of religious conflicts.
The topic promotes the elimination of divisive beliefs that create conflict
amongst individuals, whether rooted in religious doctrines or other belief
systems. The song implies that mankind may attain a more peaceful
existence by eliminating these sources of strife. The concept supports the
notion that peace may be achieved when individuals and communities
transcend limited, exclusive beliefs and adopt a more comprehensive and
cohesive worldview. This viewpoint promotes an emphasis on universal
human principles and mutual objectives, cultivating a harmonious
cohabitation free from the harmful conflicts arising from ideological and
religious disparities.

6. Imagine all the people / Livin’ lifein peace

Philosophical Theme: Envisions a utopian society characterized by
global tranquility and solidarity, surpassing all forms of discord and
fragmentation.

The lyrics of "Imagine" succinctly capture the core concept of the
song, in which John Lennon encourages listeners to imagine a future
defined by harmony and solidarity. The subject highlights the potential
for a peaceful coexistence in which individuals live together without any
disputes or differences. This vision surpasses the limitations imposed by
race, religion, nationality, and ideology, fostering a worldwide society
united by reciprocal respect and comprehension. The song communicates
a potent message of optimism and potential by envisioning a future where
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all people are "livin’ life in peace." It encourages everyone to strive for a
world where peace reigns. This work questions the existing state of
society disputes and differences, proposing that a more desirable and
peaceful world may be attained by working together and having a common
dedication to harmony. This philosophical perspective urges mankind to
transcend its disparities and forge a future in which peace and harmony
serve as the bedrock of human engagement and cohabitation.

7. You may say I’'m a dreamer / But I’m not the only one

Philosophical Theme: Expresses optimism for a shared ambition
towards this utopian future while acknowledging the idealistic character
of the concept.

These lyrics from "Imagine" acknowledge the idealism that
permeates John Lennon’s dream of a perfect society. By stating, "You
may say I’'m a dreamer," Lennon acknowledges that some people may
find his views excessively idealistic or impractical. He responds, "But
I’'m not the only one," to this, emphasizing that he has many other people
who share his desire for a better society. Here, community desire and
optimistic idealism are the main themes. It recognizes that although the
goal of world peace and unity may appear idealistic, many people who
think that it is possible to achieve have the same aspiration. This shared
optimism acts as a potent catalyst, implying that when enough individuals
are motivated by the same goals, broad change may occur. Lennon creates
a sense of community and common purpose among listeners by
highlighting shared ambitions and aspirations, which motivates a group
effort to bring the ideal future envisioned in the song to reality.

8. I hope someday you’ll join us / And the world will be as one

Philosophical Theme: Expresses an optimistic sentiment on the
prospect of future cooperation and worldwide peace.

The lyrics of "Imagine" convey a deep sense of hopefulness for a
future in which humanity unites to build a cohesive and peaceful global
community. Lennon’s statement, "I hope someday you’ll join us," serves
as an inclusive invitation, urging people to adopt this goal of worldwide
harmony and solidarity. This aspiration is not limited to a privileged few,
but rather encompasses all individuals, indicating that the active
involvement of the entire community is crucial in attaining this ideal. The
statement "And the world will be as one" represents the overarching
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objective of this vision: a global community devoid of barriers, where
mankind coexists in a state of reciprocal esteem and comprehension. This
philosophical concept is based on the conviction that unity and harmony
are attainable, and that by sharing dreams and working together, a
peaceful global society may be achieved. It highlights the significance
of hope and the possibility of a future when all individuals are joined
together in their shared humanity, coexisting peacefully and in unity.

Echoes of Utopia : Philosophical Insights from ‘Goti Lo’ and
’Imagine
The ideas of paradise are apparent in both John Lennon’s
"Imagine" and the traditional ballad "Goti Lo," showcasing goals from
both Eastern and Western intellectual viewpoints.

The Utopian Concept of John Lennon: John Lennon’s
"Imagine" portrays a utopian society characterized by unity, cooperation,
and the eradication of dividing structures (Lennon, 1971). The lyrics
inspire listeners to imagine a future devoid of national borders, religious
ideologies, and material possessions, arguing for a vision of worldwide
harmony. The song advocates for a utopian society where people live in
harmony and are free from any form of strife or disagreement.

""Utopia'' by Thomas More : Thomas More’s "Utopia" introduces
an innovative concept of a perfect society marked by the lack of
individual ownership and the achievement of harmony via communal
living and fair allocation of resources (More, 1516). More’s utopian
society is structured according to principles of egalitarianism and social
welfare, mirroring the communal ideals depicted in Lennon’s "Imagine."
Both works center on the core concept of a community that lacks worldly
ambitions and conflicts (Rao, 2011).

The Communist Vision of Karl Marx : Karl Marx and Friedrich
Engels propose a classless society in "The Communist Manifesto," where
the means of production are jointly owned (Marx & Engels, 1848). The
vision in question is consistent with the utopian ideas presented in
"Imagine" since it advocates for equitable resource distribution and the
elimination of social class-based inequality. Marx’s ideas on social justice
and community ownership are consistent with Lennon’s vision of a world
free from hunger and greed (Zimmer, 1951).

Sarvodaya, the Mahatma Gandhi : The concept of Sarvodaya,
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introduced by Mahatma Gandhi, encompasses the idealistic ideas of
collective well-being and non-violence (Gandhi, 1944). Gandhi’s idea
of a society in which every individual works towards the common well-
being aligns with Lennon’s idealistic vision of a peaceful and serene
world. The song’s endorsement of peaceful coexistence aligns with the
principles of non-violence and collective welfare in Sarvodaya
(Radhakrishnan, 1956).

Buddhist teachings about peace and compassion : The Dalai
Lama’s teachings emphasize global compassion and peace, reflecting the
utopian vision of a harmonious society portrayed in "Imagine" (Dalai
Lama, 1999). Lennon’s advocacy for ethical living and worldwide
compassion exemplifies his call for a society in which humans peacefully
and harmoniously coexist. The similarity between Buddhist precepts and
the content of the song emphasizes the broad appeal of these idealistic
utopian notions (Bryant, 2007).

Vedic Philosophy Reflected in ''Goti Lo'': Manifestation of Vedic
Philosophy in "Goti Lo" has the Influence of Bhakti Movement and
Devotional Songs. The Bhakti movement’s focus on personal devotion
and spiritual unity is reflected in the topics examined in "Goti Lo"
(Bryant, 2007). The song’s focus on devotion and surrender to the divine
showcases the Bhakti concepts of creating a deep connection with a
personal god via love and devotion. This method fosters a feeling of
spiritual unity and societal harmony, which are essential elements of an
idealistic vision (Shankara, 8th Century).

Dualistic Thinking and Advaita Vedanta : Advaita Vedanta is
a philosophical framework that imparts the concept of the non-dualistic
essence of existence. Shankara, an 8th-century philosopher, highlights
the interconnectedness of Atman (the individual self) and Brahman (the
ultimate reality). The ideas of unity and oneness in "Goti Lo" align with
Shankara’s teachings, suggesting that acknowledging this fundamental
interconnectedness might lead to a peaceful and harmonious existence,
which are crucial components of an ideal society (Nikhilananda, 2003).

Ahimsa and Non-Violence : Ahimsa, often known as non-
violence, is a core principle in Hindu philosophy that corresponds with
the calm and compassionate nature of "Goti Lo" (Radhakrishnan, 1927).
The song’s emphasis on non-violent activities and compassionate living
is in accordance with the ideas of Ahimsa, which promote a society
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where individuals peacefully embody and promote utopian ideals
(Radhakrishnan, 1953).

Four Mahavakyas from the Upanishads: The song "Goti Lo"
also resonates with the Four Mahavakyas of the Upanishads, which
emphasize the non-duality of reality and the self’s union with the ultimate
truth.

Prajnanam Brahma (Aitareya Upanishad): "Consciousness is
Brahman" expresses the ultimate truth of awareness as the universe’s
fundamental principle (Radhakrishnan, 1927). This notion is repeated in
"Goti Lo" by the deep spiritual consciousness shown in devotion
(Chandogya Upanishad, undated).

Aham Brahmasmi (Brihadaranyaka Upanishad): "1 am
Brahman" represents the recognition of one’s identification with the
ultimate reality (Easwaran, 2007). This notion is present in "Goti Lo"
through assertions of unity and oneness with the divine (Mundaka
Upanishad, no date).

Tat Tvam Asi (Chandogya Upanishad): "Thou art That"
underscores the soul’s oneness with ultimate truth (Radhakrishnan, 1953).
The song exemplifies the Mahavakya by encouraging spiritual oneness
and union with the divine (Radhakrishnan 1953).

Ayam Atma Brahma (Mandukya Upanishad): "This Self is
Brahman" emphasizes the connection of the self with ultimate reality
(Radhakrishnan, 1927). The ideas of "Goti Lo" of personal dedication
and realization are consistent with the Mahavakya, which advocates for
self-realization as a way to spiritual harmony and societal peace (Gadhvi,
2023).More Sources on Utopian Thought.

Humanism and Ethical Living : Erich Fromm’s humanistic
perspective on love and ethics, as presented in his work "Goti Lo"
(Fromm, 1956), provides a Western philosophical worldview that aligns
with the devotional and ethical themes. The song promotes ethical living
and human values that are in line with Fromm’s principles, calling for a
society that is compassionate, empathic, and morally upright.

Transcendentalism and Spiritual Connectivity: Ralph Waldo
Emerson’s transcendentalist viewpoint of the intrinsic connection between
mankind and the natural world reflects the profound and nature-centered
themes included in "Goti Lo" (Emerson, 1836). The song celebrates the
divine presence in the natural world, aligning with transcendentalist
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beliefs. It suggests a condition of peaceful cohabitation, where individuals
find spiritual fulfilment by connecting with nature, a crucial aspect of an
idealistic perspective.

We obtain a profound understanding of how "Imagine" and "Goti
Lo" convey a universal vision of an ideal society that transcends cultural
and philosophical limitations through a thorough analysis of both songs
from both Eastern and Western philosophical perspectives, including the
Four Mahavakyas of the Upanishads. These writings offer a blueprint
for building a flawless and peaceful society by emphasizing universal
ideas of harmony, peace, devotion, and moral behavior (Zimmer, 1951).

Comparative Visions of Utopia : Insights from Plato, Callenbach,
and Huxley:

Similarities can be observed between the concepts presented in
contemporary works such as John Lennon’s song "Imagine" and the story
"Goti Lo," sung by Aditya Gadhvi and written by Saumya Joshi, and
the universal knowledge found in Vedic and Western philosophical
perspectives.

Goti Lo: The song embodies the principles of a fair and peaceful
society, similar to Plato’s concept in his influential book, Republic (Plato,
around 380 BC). Plato’s depiction of an exemplary community based on
fairness and the notion of a philosopher-king has served as a crucial
reference point for discussions on utopian societies.

Imagine: "ITmagine" by John Lennon is akin to the modern utopian
concept put out in Ernest Callenbach’s Ecotopia (Callenbach, 1975)
explores a sustainable and ecologically harmonious society, which is in
line with John Lennon’s appeal for harmony and peace in "Imagine."

In addition, the peaceful and enlightened society shown in Aldous
Huxley’s Island (Huxley, 1962) is reminiscent of the ideas of social
harmony and individual enlightenment present in Vedic philosophy,
which are also represented in the story of "Goti Lo."

Conclusion :

Both "Goti Lo" and "Imagine" exemplify how music can serve as
a powerful medium for conveying deep philosophical messages and
promoting universal values. Despite their distinct cultural and historical
contexts, these songs share a common goal of inspiring listeners to seek
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inner peace, unity, and a better world.

"Goti Lo" by Aditya Gadhvi, with lyrics by Saumya Joshi, draws
from the profound teachings of the Upanishads, emphasizing the journey
of self-discovery and the realization of one’s true essence. It reflects the
Vedic tradition’s emphasis on spiritual fulfilment and harmony with the
cosmic order.

On the other hand, "Imagine" by John Lennon presents a Western
perspective, envisioning a utopian world free from divisions and
materialism. Lennon’s lyrics advocate for global peace, unity, and human
rights, reflecting the socio-political aspirations of the countercultural
movements of his time.

This comparative analysis has shown how both songs, despite their
different origins, converge on universal themes that resonate deeply with
audiences worldwide. By highlighting these commonalities, we justify
the title "Universal Wisdom : Vedic and Western Philosophical
Perspectives in ‘Goti Lo’ and ‘Imagine’" and demonstrate how music
transcends cultural boundaries to promote shared human values.

Creating utopian citations involves referencing works and ideas
from influential philosophers and texts that have contributed to the concept
of utopia. Here are some example citations that you might include in a
paper on utopian philosophy, especially in the context of interpreting
"Imagine" and "Goti Lo"
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